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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE HOMES

from the Editor
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in which you in the homes have sent regular news bulletins and

other contributions for the magazine, and it is with more than a

little regret that I write this letter to you. But the time is fast

approaching when we must cut down radically on the space allotted

to the news-bulletins in the magazine. An adequate bulletin for

each home in every issue is even now an impossibility. And when

one looks ahead a few years, with a dozen or more new Cheshire

homes starting up in Great Britain, not to mention many others

in different parts of the world. the need to reconsider the function

of The Cheshire Smile becomes ever more imperative.

The magazine, in its present form, began with the double task

of linking all the Cheshire Homes together and of acting as the

medium for presenting the Homes to the public. As a secondary

function, we have also tried to bring the Cheshire Homes into

relation with other organisations for the disabled; and that is a

side of the work that we hope to develop. Now it is obvious that

all these aims can be quite well achieved without a full news«bulletin

about every home appearing in each issue.

I HAVE BEEN greatly encouraged by the most co—operative way

Nevertheless we are fully aware of the great demand from amongst

the Friends (as well as the residents) of each Home for a constant

supply of news about the one particular object of their concern—

“our own HOME”. Perhaps, the need for this is not quite appreciated

even yet by some of the administrations.

The solution has, of course, already been put into operation by

some of the homes. It lies in each individual unit regularly issuing

its own duplicated news-letter. We are now suggesting that these

local news-letters should be circulated with The Cheshire Smile

in the respective areas. Each home would insert its own news-

sheet in all copies of the “Smile" that it orders for local circulation.

In addition the “Smile” will cull from all these local news-letters

(which should be sent to this office) items of general interest. We

shall include in each issue a really attractive feature—much more

attractive than the news-section has been up till now—with apart

from official news, gossippy items, amusing anecdotes, personal

stories, plenty of pictures, perhaps diagrams and cartoons if any

are received from the Homes.

We hope that all of you in the homes will appreciate the circum-

stances and the decision that the circumstances are forcing on us.

This new policy will be put into operation with the December

number, but it is not intended to cut down too drastically at first
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all round. Circumstances as always will alter cases. We ask,

howeveiz for your renewed co-operation in our endeavour to

provide both a news—service for the many thousands of Friends

of the Cheshire Homes scattered nowadays all over the world, and a

link binding together all the many administrations. residents. friends

and helpers in a common bond.

 

 
(Photo: Flint/MINI Hamid)

Group Captain Cheshire and his wife, Sue Ryder, caught by a press photographer

(It the Le Court Fete.
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STUDYING THE PROBLEM

by Ann Whitaker, M.A., A.M.|.A.

A hospital almoner, author of a recent report on the care of the

young and middle-aged chronic sick, provides us with a summary

of her report.

 

the medical advice of a consultant in physical medicine. It

sought to discover how many of the disabled were being cared

for here and there, in more or less suitable accommodation in

the region, to learn more about them and their problems from

themselves and from the staffs caring for them, and to make recom-

mendations for a more suitable setting for their care if this seemed

desirable.

The entire hospital region was not covered but 314 cases were

included and 57 establishments visited. We hope that these figures

dispel once and for all the View that this category of sulTerer is

too small for its needs to be especially catered for.

The most important findings were that no one (including those

in hospital wards) needed a resident doctor, that 157 were not

on treatment of any kind and that a further 86 were on drugs

only. The consultant advising (who made a clinical examination

of patients) rarely thought that further investigations or specific

treatments for a patient’s condition were necessary; on the other

hand 58 needed expert medical help in making a better adaptation

to their disability and in achieving a greater measure of personal

independence (re-education in walking, more efficient wheel-

chairs, or a study of individual problems related to independence).

At the time of the enquiry 191 of these patients were under

the care of fully trained nurses and were mainly in hospital beds.

The doctor judged, however, that only 83 of these really needed

the care of a trained nurse. These 83 were those who were helpless

and unable to move in bed, or who (among the women) had a

special problem of urinary incontinence, those with pressure sores,

catheters and colostomies. The other patients being looked after

by trained nurses could well have been cared for by much less

skilled attendants as their care amounted to assistance in lifting,

in dressing and in the bathroom and lavatory. The need for really

expert nursing for those who do need a nurse’s care has, however,

to be emphasised and for these most severely disabled there can be

no possibility of a fuller and more normal life except against a

background of expert nursing. In every case, whether a nurse

THIS STUDY WAS made in 1956-57 by a hospital almoner with

 

(The Disabled Young and Middle-Aged (15-55 years) in Chronic Sick Wards,

Local Authority Accommodation and Homes in one of the Metropolitan Regions

of the Health Service. The report ofa survey sponsored by the Nuflield Foundation).
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or an attendant is concerned, the help needed is ofthe most repetitive

kind. The enquiry revealed that nearly half the patients needed

help involving lifting and that 89 needed attention at night. 136

were chairborne, 125 “ambulant”, while only 54 could climb stairs.

Most patients needing an indoor wheel-chair had one but when a

patient had come to need a chair after permanent admission to

hospital he was often given the use of any chair available on the

ward, whether it was really adapted to his needs or not. Sometimes

this led to his being unnecessarily dependent and restricted in

movement and real hardship occurred when, transferred to another

hospital or home, he had to leave the chair behind. Enquiry revealed

that the supply of self-propelled and motor-chairs to those capable

of managing them was haphazard, although to have one often

worked a wonderful change in the disabled person’s life. Some-

times a doctor, at others a nurse, or a physiotherapist, or the patient

had the idea. Once so equipped patients felt that they could escape

from the narrow and artificial life in the ward to a more normal life

outside and some preferred to be out of doors in their chairs however

unsuitable the weather, only returning when strictly necessary.

The craving for activity and for a more normal existence was

very marked among the people interviewed. Patients whose mental

and emotional powers were not impaired, or only slightly impaired,

by illness were entirely out of place in the old people’s wards and

homes. Distress was not, on the other hand, related to age, the

most vigorous mentally, whether at the top or bottom of the age

group, being usually the most out of place. The sense that there

was nothing else for them, that they were entirely cut off from the

outside world and destined to remain so, boredom, unhappiness

at constant association with the very old, the deaf and the senile—

these were freely and repeatedly expressed. Many explained that

they wanted something different from hospital life. Two wards

especially for the young chronic sick were visited. Patients there

who had previously been in wards for old people were so delighted

with the change that they had no complaints; those who had

never been with the old were restless at having to be in a hospital

at all and longed for a more normal routine and for more activity

and opportunity to share in the every day life of the world about

them.

The report recommended that the mentally alert young and

middle-aged disabled should be accommodated in what, for want

of a better word, it called “residential centres”. These were to be

administered by the regional hospital board but disabled people

who would normally be the responsibility of local authority welfare

departments were also to be received there. In this way patients

would not have to leave an establishment in which they had, per-

haps, been cared for for many years, when their disability increased.

Centres should be used flexibly according to the individual needs

of those admitted to them; some would need short stays at regular

intervals to give a rest to those nursing them at home, others might
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need a much longer spell, with the object of helping them to go

back, in more favourable circumstances, to life outside; others

again would need to use the centre as a permanent home. The

aims of the centres should be to provide opportunity for living as

normal, as active and as interesting a life as possible for each

1 disabled person, and to study the medical and social needs of each

one. Unobtrusive but expert nursing and attendant care would

i be indispensible in the background. Centres should, where possible,

i be altogether separate from a hospital and situated in suburbs

l or small towns so that the disabled could mix as freely as possible

, with the rest of the community. Age limits for admission should

i be flexible and those coming should be disabled people anxious

1 to make the best use of the facilities available.

l
I A Comment on the Report

by Miss C. E. Morris, M.B.E.

(Trustee, Cheshire Foundation Homes)

The Cheshire Smile is fortunate in having secured from Miss

Whitaker a brief summary of her Report on “The Care of the

Chronic Sick between the ages of 15 and 55” written under the

aegis of the Nuffield Trust and published earlier this year.

As she points out the work was undertaken to refute the state-

ment so frequently made even now, and often by the very people

who might be expected to know better, that the problem is too small

. and not of sufficient importance to merit serious attention. Her

l work as an almoner in a neurological hospital and later in a geriatric

unit at Oxford had proved to her that the need for more selective

l placing of patients suffering from long term illness was a real one

i and that its neglect was a cause of great suffering amongst people

l poorly equipped to fight their own battles. She realized as others

l have before her that she could not prove her point without facts

l and figures. She therefore undertook a detailed study of patients

l of this particular age group in one Hospital Region and in doing

l so has demonstrated a need which if the country is regarded as a

I whole is not a small one and yet is not so vast as to be incapable

of solution almost at once provided certain steps are taken. These

steps she very clearly sets down.

It is probably of particular interest to readers of this paper

to see how much the work of the Cheshire Homes is in harmony

with her recommendations. In the first place Miss Whitaker would

be the first to pay tribute to what Leonard Cheshire has himself

achieved in a comparatively few years for the cause of the disabled

and the chronic sick and in making people realize their needs and

their desire to live “to capacity” however restricted that capacity
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may be. His work has helped to awaken the public conscience and

this has shown itself by the wonderful generosity of many people in

money and in service.

The Homes inspired by him have indeed blazed a trail but there

is still a long way to go and only the surface of the problem has

so far been touched. There are unfortunately many people, too

ill to be nursed at home, too vividly alive in their minds to be

content to go into institutions (unless unusual ones) and for whom

no vacancy in a Cheshire Home can be found. This in itself is

tragic.

Voluntary Homes cannot deal with the whole problem of the

care of long term illness even if, as we hope, there will later on

be a Cheshire Home in every county. What they can do, and what

they are very largely doing in the traditional British way, is to

act as experimental centres where new ideas can be evolved and

where much can be learned by a process of trial and error. They

can in a sense be a spearhead of a movement which, having proved

its worth, can be followed on a larger scale by the statutory authori—

ties. Miss Whitaker is anxious that the present somewhat arbitrary

dividing line between the work of the Regional Board and the

Local Authority should everywhere be reduced to a minimum

so that the patient should be able to pass from the care of one

authority to the care of the other as a paper transaction and without

bodily movement. This of course is the case at Le Court and in a

few of the other Cheshire Homes and Miss Whitaker hopes it

will be the pattern of the future in statutory Homes and Institu-

tions as well as in voluntary Homes. Then she is emphatic that

whenever possible the sick person, whatever his age, should be

within reach of relations and friends and should be able to spend

long or short periods at home with the comforting knowledge

that he will be readmitted to the Home when the need arises. She

would indeed applaud the policy of some of the newly started

Cheshire Homes where the aim is increasingly to take only patients

living in the locality: probably an excellent ideal provided it is

never too rigidly enforced and provided it is not enforced at the

present time while there are many counties, including London

itself, without their own Homes and indeed without any Home on

which they have any prior claim!

She would applaud too the plan of giving patients holidays

in the Homes to which they hope later to be admitted as permanent

residents and also the very detailed care in all the Homes to make

patients as independent as possible by providing them not only with

chairs but with the right chairs and if necessary with other gadgets.

Miss Whitaker stresses the desirability of having Centres suf-

ficiently big and with sufficient diversity to deal satisfactorily with

large numbers and yet able to remain individual and personal as

do for instance the Houses of any big Public School.
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Leonard Cheshire has contemplated advances on these very

‘ lines and indeed in India, at Dehra Dun, is creating a village com-

munity where the one administration can deal with a large number

of people of very varying degrees of illness and incapacity. In

this country he encourages the suggestion that when possible an

established Home should start an adjacent one under the same

administration to supplement What is already being done. As an

instance of this an existing Home for young people might advanta—

geously start a second Home in the same grounds to which the

patients might move as they grow older, thus feeling that they

still belong to the place in which they have dug their roots. In

this way it may be possible to secure the advantages of both larger

and smaller Homes and this with greater economy than with a series

of small Homes.

It is impossible to put down Miss Whitaker’s Report without

feeling anxious as to whether or not it will exert the influence and

help to obtain the results which it should do. It is comprehensive;

it gives an objective picture of the situation in one Region which

we believe is typical of that existing throughout the country and its

recommendations arise from the mass of facts collected and from

an imaginative understanding of the needs of the disabled. It is

also in line with modern thought about their care. The Report

is in the hands of all Regional Hospital Boards and Local Authority

Welfare Departments and it is very important that it should be

made use of and not filed away. All those concerned with this

problem in every Region of the Health SerVice, whether they are

officials of statutory organizations, members of voluntary societies

or ordinary citizens are surely responsible for pressing for the

implementation of this Report.

 

 

The St. Teresa’s Radio Station

On July 9th-1 lth, our radio enthusiasts were “on the air", as, most fortunately,

a licensed operator, Mr. Bruce Sutherland (call sign G3IES) was spending a

holiday at Hayle, not far away. The transmitter was kindly loaned to us by

our radio friend, Ted Bowden (G2AYQ) of St. Agnes. On the Saturday after-

noon the station was operated for us by another of our friends, Bill Hammell

(G2BHW) of Falmouth.

Our receiving set was generously given by someone who wishes to remain

anonymous. We have already made several contacts with the “Radio World".

Graham Thomas and Enid Bottomley sat for the Radio Amateur’s Examina-

tion in May, but unfortunately failed the test. Their spirits have not been

dampened, and they intend to study further and sit the exam. again next year.

Alec, Graham and Enid, who form our radio group, have been greatly helped

by the lads of the Cornish Radio Club. Enid and Graham were also helped in

their studies by Tom Dugdale (GBKQK). To these, to the Radio Amateur

Invalid and Bedfast Club, and to our many other local friends, our thanks and

our good wishes go out.—A.G.E.
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REFLECTIONS ON COMMUNITY LIFE

FOR THE DISABLED

by F. M. Heywood, M.A.

Warden, Lord Mayor Treloar College, Froyle, Alton

 

community life for the disabled or, at least, on some aspects of

that subject. I am glad of the limitation, because the original

subject is limitless: one can only draw on one’s own experience,

which is necessarily very limited and may be largely irrelevant to

communities of which the members, environment and purpose

differ much from those with which one is familiar. I can only

claim short experience in one place, which provides for physically

disabled boys, between the ages of 11 and 20, either full—time

education or technical training or both, according to the age at

which they come and their particular needs. It is entirely a boarding

school, so that community life is not merely inevitable but a highly

significant influence in the boys’ development. Among the boys

who come to the school there is a great variety of physical disabilities

and the degree of disability also varies very much: there is too a

wide range of intellectual ability and social background.

The most important principle to be established in a community

for the disabled is that physical handicaps must be faced as a chal-

lenge to character; that is, to the poise, ambition, determination

and perseverance of individuals. Attempts to hide or disguise

a handicap through a distorted sense of shame are as disastrous

as meek acquiescence in it or sloshy sentimentality about it. As

well as being a challenge to character, a physical handicap is a

challenge to ingenuity. In any community of people, living and

working together, every individual must learn, consciously or

subconsciously, from those with whom he comes in daily contact;

and, though most likely unaware of what is happening, must

serve as an example, incentive or, sometimes, a warning to others.

I believe this to be particularly true of a community of disabled

people, where individual spirit, initiative and achievement can

profoundly influence others to strive for greater independence,

to attempt what they had never expected they could accomplish

or what they had never previously thought of at all. I have noticed

very often how quick boys can be to assess what a newcomer can

do for himself; even though he may believe himself to be incapable

of it: they will help him with what he cannot manage but leave

him to get on with what, in their opinion, he can—and very soon

he begins to do it, perhaps for the first time. The achievement of

I HAVE BEEN asked to write for The Cheshire Smile an article on
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the maximum possible degree of independence in the ordinary

routine of daily life may well be the most important benefit derived

by many disabled boys from the community of a boarding school.

Of course, one assumes that a community of disabled people

will be housed in buildings specially designed or at least adapted

for the purpose; and that full use is made of all the aids and gadgets

which are now available to make life easier for those who have to

overcome physical handicaps. Having made that assumption,

however, 1 will stick my neck out by declaring that, otherwise,

only the minimum necessary concessions should be made to the

physical disabilities of the members of the community. Physical

disabilities will be an inescapable element in such a community:

it must also have drains. Both drains and disabilities have to be

fitted into the whole scheme of things as elficiently and unob-

trusively as possible, and the less fuss is made about them, the

better; though both require expert supervision. A Very healthy

attitude towards disability develops in any sanely organised com-

munity of disabled people, where disabilities are so much a normal

part of daily life that they provoke no particular comment.

Next in importance is the principle that each individual has a

contribution to make to the community and must by every means

be encouraged to make it. It does not matter how trivial the con-

tribution may seem at first to be: it gives some measure of res-

ponsibility and significance to the contributor and makes others

dependent, if only a little, on him. It can be the source of new self—

respect and confidence, which in turn can lead to increasing achieve-

ment, greatly to the benefit of the individual concerned and the

community he serves. To facilitate this process it is desirable that

members of the community should be as much involved in its affairs

as is reasonably possible, and its alTairs should be various and

manifold. There are a hundred and one jobs to be done in the daily

routine of any community; for example, I think at random of

ringing a bell at meal-time, distributing letters when the post comes,

putting out the newspapers in a common-room. A library or a

games—room can provide many worth-while jobs which are real

services to the community; and if there are facilities for pursuit

of hobbies and plenty of “out of school” activities, there is a chance

for everyone to make himself useful in helping somehow to keep

one or other of them efficiently alive, while he enjoys himself in it.

There should be as much going on as can be fitted into the available

time and space, so that everyone can find an interest and take part.

Participation is of primary importance, but, having become generally

established, it must not tyrannically exclude opportunities for

individuals to be on their own, if they wish, learning to be self-

sufficient and independent in the use of their time.

The better organised and busier a community becomes, the

greater the risk it runs of becoming insular. That is a danger which

must always be anticipated and prevented; for it is disastrous, in
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my opinion, if disabled people live exclusively in a small, separate

world of their own, however cheerful, rich and varied its life may be.

Therefore, I believe that everything practicable should be done to

maintain a two-way traffic of people between the community and

its immediate neighbourhood and to encourage more distant con-

tacts and ventures. Disabled people, living in a community, must

not be allowed to become (through their own or anyone else’s

fault) either inmates in a sort of 200 or specimens in a medical

museum: they must always be ordinary people who are living in a

particular place in the ordinary world, because that place happens

to be more convenient for them than any other. They may and

should have a real fellowship within their own community but

that must not exclude them from the fellowship of society at large

and the normal contacts of everyday life. Thus it follows that a

community of disabled people should ideally be situated in or

near enough to a centre of population where social and cultural

amenities are accessible. To be able to shop; go to a cinema,

concert or theatre; become a member of an “outside” club or

society; be a fan ofa local team~such are ingredients of an ordinary

life and they should be available, so far as is possible, to the disabled.

Of course, this may involve the provision of suitable transport;

but any community for the disabled ought to be equipped with the

necessary vehicles and drivers to provide transport (at least, periodi-

cally) for those who cannot otherwise get about.

I have now mentioned three principles, which I believe to be

vitally important for a community of disabled people. First, physical

handicaps must be regarded as challenges to character and ingenuity

rather than as catastrophes: the aim in applying this principle is

to achieve the highest possible degree of personal and social indepen-

dence. Secondly, every disabled person can and should do something

for the community of which he or she is a member: the aim in

applying this principle is to replace feelings of dependence and

uselessness with a consciousness of interdependence and purpose,

so that the individual is not isolated but participating in the com-

munity. Thirdly, a community of disabled people must not become

ingrown, and so tend to make its members extraordinary, in the

literal sense of the word: the aim in applying this principle is that

the community should not be isolated but participating in the

ordinary life of society.

One final comment, however, must be made. The term “religious

community” is commonly employed in a specialised and restricted

sense, but surely every community which genuinely deserves to be

so called must be religious. Without the fundamental respect for

personality and its potentialities and the profound faith in the

dignity and significance of human life which only religious belief

can give, community is an empty word and human beings tend to

become so many ciphers, which, however numerous, add up to

nothing.
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  THE TRUST

(Managing Trustee, Cheshire Foundation Homes)
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central body in the Cheshire movement, the Foundation,

or as it is more commonly known, the Trust.

Since we became incorporated under the Companies Act in 1955

we have in fact been a Company and not a Trust. The members

of the Trust are consequently Directors, not Trustees. But since we

continue to be known as the Trustees I am giving the article the title

which you see and will refer to the eleven people, who constitute

the central body, as the Trustees.

What do we try to do and why do we exist? Finance clearly is a

major concern of every Home. It is also the main concern of the

Trust. Although the finances of the individual Homes are very

much their own responsibility, nevertheless the properties must

be vested in a legal body; and the only legal body within the move-

ment is the Trust. When a Home starts, therefore, the deeds of the

house itself are conveyed in the name of the Trust, and are held by it.

This sounds an easy task in itself and most of the legal work is in

any case done by our legal advisers in collaboration with Margot

Mason and with the Hon. Treasurer, John Handscomb. It is

nevertheless the most important function of the Trust and indeed

it was because the movement was beginning to grow in a quite

formidable way in 1955 that the original central committee had to

be replaced by a legal entity.

So much for the legal aspect of the Trust. What else is there,

if anything? All of you in the Homes and those many connected

with the work in England and other parts of the world can be

forgiven for wondering if there is anything else. But that there

must be other equally important functions cannot be doubted;

and a visit to Margot Mason at Market Mews would dispose of any

idea that nothing is done.

What about Market Mews itself? There was a rumour floating

round last year, which we tried to nail at Family Day, that Market

Mews was an expensive apartment in the middle of Mayfair. There

can be no denying its geographical position but it is certainly

anything but posh or extravagant; and its handiness is obvious.

Market Mews was discovered, as so many other things have been

before, by G/C. He happened to see Earl Howe polishing one of

his lovely cars in the Mews. From the subsequent conversation the
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   availability of the little maisonette emerged. It was bought on the

basis of a 99 year lease for a capital sum which, with the minute

ground rent, represents a cost of a little over £100 a year. It is, of

course, Margot Mason’s home and is not, repeat NOT, the regis—

tered office of the Trust, which is at 16/17 Devonshire Square in

the city. Margot rents the maisonette from the Trust; and from

Margot emanates the spirit which G/C has breathed into the move-

ment from the very beginning. The furniture has all been given by

friends. and for nearly two years there has been no covering on

the stairs. Lino is being laid just now by Harry Sawyer. one of the

G/C‘s helpers.

Now what do the Trustees do, how many of them are there and

how do they divide up the work? The Articles of Association

allow us to have fifteen Directors, or as we say Trustees; we have

eleven at the moment. Each Trustee is to a greater or less extent

identified with a Home or a group of Homes. Lord St. Oswald,

for instance, heads a territorial committee for the northern Homes;

Miss Morris, Professor Cheshire and Mr. Edgar have always been

connected with Le Court; Miss Morris also with St. Cecilia’s;

Lady St. Levan with St. Teresa’s; Dr. Kiernander with St. Bridget’s;

Mr. Barry Richards with Miraflores and Lord Ferrers with Staunton

Harold. This is one of the best ways that the Trust has of keeping

in touch with the real work, the doings of the Homes themselves.

And here is a typical meeting of the Trustees at which a whole

variety of matters always come up for discussion which may take

the best part of a day.

One item was the question of a common form of constitution

for the Homes. We know how terribly important it is that the

Trustees should not appear to be interfering with the affairs of

the Homes. On the other hand the Trust has obviously been able

to accumulate experience from all the Homes and from the Homes

overseas of the common problems which beset them all from time

to time. And so we set about to produce a model form of constitu-

tion which we felt might be helpful, if not to the older Homes, then

to the numerous new ones that are coming along. A sub-committee

had produced a draft which the Trustees tore apart before finalising.

The model constitution was sent to all the Homes but there was no

question and never will be of forcing this or anything else on the

local committees.

At this particular meeting we had what may turn out to be

historic talks with the Chairman and Secretary of N.A.L.G.O.

(National and Local Government Officers’ Association). The

Secretary, Mr. G. A. Drain, had previously been in touch with the

Executive Committee at two of their meetings. On this occasion

we had the pleasure of meeting Mr. J. W. Edmonds, the Chairman.

As a result of these talks it looks as if an understanding may be

reached between our two organisations which may bring lasting
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benefits to both. If and when this arrangement is made we will let

you know through the medium of the “Smile”.

There was a long discussion about the Ryder Cheshire Foundation

now doing so much good work overseas. There was discussion

about the farm at Le Court which required considerable upkeep and

expenditure. A friend from Professor Cheshire’s old College at

Oxford, Exeter, is going to help us with the estate management.

There was a whole heap of discussion, as there always is, about new

Homes. Plymouth is on the way; Spofforth is nearly ready to

open; a house has been given in Cheltenham, another is on offer

in Edinburgh—in fact Margot was authorised to fly up to Edinburgh

the following evening to inspect it and to get together, if she could,

a committee to start it up. She had only just got back from Nigeria

where she had started a Home in Ibadan, capital of the Western

Region, during a whirlwind visit of five weeks’ duration. Nigeria

had seen nothing like it since Lord Lugard’s campaigns fifty years

ago. All this had to be discussed, although the operations overseas

are not the financial responsibility, of course, of the English Trust.

As with the Homes in England, it is as often as not the first impetus

which has to come from the Trust to get a new venture off the

ground——and each new effort involves discussion and planning.

And so it goes on, with problems pouring in the whole time,

not the sort of down to earth problems which you all have in the

Homes and which are really so much more worth while and inspiring

because they concern things, things you can see, problems you

can feel, people you can be with every day; and you can rejoice

about them when they are solved. Ours are more intangible, yet

they are so many and varied that we have now had to set up a small

Executive Committee to handle the lesser matters which would

be a drag on the work of the Trustees if they were allowed to pile

up on their plate, already overfull.

We are thinking of asking Frank Spath if we may contribute to

every issue of the Smile, if possible, so as to keep you all in touch

with our thinking and activities; and so that we may project our-

selves to you all more effectively than we have done in the past.

And now, of course, we have had G/C and Mrs. Sue Cheshire,

who have been with us for several weeks since their arrival from

India via Australia, the Lebanon and Germany. We have been as

delighted as have you to have them in our midst again, this time a

double inspiration, for this exciting and fast developing family.

 

CHESHIRE BRIEFS

Family Day

This year’s Family Day, when representatives of all the Homes

meet together for the discussion of mutual problems, is to be

held at Ampthill Park on 19th September.
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G.C’s New Book

The publication of Group Captain Cheshire‘s new book, The

Face of Victory, has been delayed owing to the printing strike.

We hear that it is not likely to appear before next Spring.

The Devon Home

The Devon and Plymouth Management Committee are very

busy at present on the advance planning for the new Cheshire Home

to be opened at Cann House, Tamerton Foliot, Plymouth, which is

intended to serve the county of Devon. Cann House does not

pass into our possession until Michaelmas so no great progress in

structural alterations and renovations is possible. Permission

has now been given for access to the property, and as soon as

the holiday season permits, it is hoped that sufficient advance

will be made so that we can go straight ahead when the House is

ours.

Our Appeal was launched on Saturday, 18th July, at Cann

House, which was generously made available for the purpose.

The garden party was well attended by representatives from all

over the County and with Lord Denning’s excellent appeal we are

sure of a good response.

Other Projects

In several other areas there are Cheshire Homes in preparation,

or Committees formed to start them. At Cheltenham a house

has been given by Mr. Northcroft and the local Committee hopes

to take possession in September. This Home is being sponsored

by Rotarians, after a talk on the Cheshire Homes given by Mrs.

Barrett. Another public meeting is to be held at St. Mary’s College

Hall, Cheltenham, on September 22nd. There is an active Com-

mittee in Edinburgh, and a house, until recently used as an orphanage _

by the R.N. Benevolent Trust will probably be opened within the

next year as the first Cheshire Home in Scotland. South Wales,

also, has its Committee, and several possible houses have been

inspected, but so far—all in vain.

“Rehabilitation and World Peace”

For those who know the link that has always existed in Group

Captain Cheshire’s mind between the founding of particular Homes

for the disabled, the general mission for the relief of suffering, and

the universal problem of peace, it is of some interest to hear that

the theme of next year’s Congress in New York of the International

Society for the Welfare of Cripples is “Rehabilitation and World

Peace—Helping Disabled People—Basis for International Co-

operation”. Some 5,000 visitors are expected at the Congress,

which is to be held at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York,

from August 28th to September 2nd.
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   THE RYDER CHESHIRE FOUNDATION

for the Relief of Suffering

Raphael, Dehra Dun, India

Here is a brief “recap” of the history of this international home

of the combined Ryder Cheshire Foundation. It was in January

that the first patch of undergrowth was cleared on the 20 acres

of virgin forest which had been chosen as the site for Raphael.

Four weeks later, Miss Burton (“Barty” to all those who know

Staunton Harold), and Miss Wehner, formerly a Path. Lab. Techni-

cian at the Hospital for Tropical Diseases, London, set up camp

in three borrowed tents; their first patients were fourteen mentally

retarded children. Since then, much has happened. Chippy and

Stella Lyle, prime movers in the building of the Singapore Home

by voluntary labour, arrived and started on the work of re-housing

the 200 burnt-out lepers who were living on the nearby city refuse

dump. Water, once little more than a distant dream, has been laid

on. The Ministry of Forests, U.P. Government, has officially

handed over the site. Ten of the lepers have moved into newly-

built houses. The first permanent building, for the children, is

also complete and has just—but only justl—been paid for. The

latest admission is a spastic boy of 7 who arrived in a tonga with a

lable tied around his neck with the words “For the Home”. It

was reported that a woman got off the train at the station and

handed over the boy together with enough money for the fare,

and instructions to deliver him to Raphael. The last news we had

from Raphael was that the rains had started, and much wading

through water was a daily necessity.

The plans for the hospital, which will provide the operating

theatre, physio- and occupational-therapy, sick bays, laundry and

other specialised facilities for the 600 patients who will ultimately

make Raphael their home, are nearing completion. The architects,

Brown and Moulin, will shortly be asking for tenders. No one

seriously doubts that the £95,000 required for the building will,

in due season, be forthcoming.

Poland

Reports have been received that the first Ryder Cheshire Home

in Poland. at Konstancin on the outskirts of Warsaw, was formally

opened in July in the presence of representatives of the British

Embassy, the Polish Ministry of Health and other interested

Government departments, organisations and private individuals.

The first patients, mostly badly disabled girls suffering from

rheumatic diseases, have been in for some time. Listeners in

Europe have picked up a radio broadcast describing the Home and

including a message of gratitude from the patients who say that at

long last they have a happy home and are well cared for by the

Polish nurses and staff.

The Home for open cancer patients at Zyrardow will be ready

to receive 40 in September, and the building for Cracow — also for
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cancer patients —will be shipped out within the next few weeks.

Next on the list is one especially for victims of German concen-

tration camps suffering from sclerosis, asthma, heart disease, etc.,

who want a place where they can come for short-term treatment

and recuperation.

Each Home costs nearly £5,000, plus all the furnishings, etc.

Sue Ryder has been in Poland five times since her first drive

there. There is a committee consisting of officials of the Ministry

of Health, doctors from the different hospitals, and building

engineers. Her own personal representative is Dr. Ola Bortkiewicz,

who is in the research department of the Cancer Institute, and

whose whole family fought in the Resistance and suffered in con-

centration camps.

Cavendish

During the summer, Sue Ryder has been engaged mainly in

bringing over from Germany groups of concentration camp survivors

and ex-P.O.W’s and their families for holidays at The Old Rectory,

Cavendish, and at Melford Hall, Sufiolk. Melford Hall has recently

been enlarged and improved, and can now accommodate 16 people.

Each holiday group has a varied programme of outings and enter-

tainments, arranged mainly by local Rotary Clubs. Some of these

“Forgotten Allies” visited Le Court (on Fete Day) and Seven

Rivers during their stay in this country. One party was entertained

for a fortnight by Rotarians in Surrey and Sussex.

Mr. Wilkins, of Creamline Coaches, Bordon, Hants., a valued

friend of Le Court, has given the Ryder Cheshire Foundation

a coach for transporting these refugees to and from the Continent—

this in addition to the one he has already placed at Le Court‘s

disposal.

Victims of Nazi Camps Meet

Group Captain Cheshire attended a London meeting in June

intended to secure compensation from Germany for former prisoners

in German concentration camps. A Central Committee of Nazi

Victim Refugees in the Free World was formed. Lord St. Oswald,

a member of the British Council for the World Refugee Year,

and also a Trustee of the Cheshire Foundation, said it was a matter

of German honour to see that the claims were recognised and dealt

with.

The Protest

Well over 100,000 signatures have already been obtained for the

Protest that Group Captain Cheshire and Sue Ryder have organised

to help obtain compensation from the German Government for

the stateless concentration camp survivors. The following letter

has recently been sent to many newspapers in this country to

bring the Protest before a wider public:

SIR,—Your readers may or may not have heard of the Protest Campaign being

organised by the Ryder Cheshire Foundation for the Relief of Suffering on

behalf of the 1,100 Concentration Camp survivors still in Germany, broken in
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body often in mind, unable to return to their homes in Eastern Europe and

unwanted by any other country because of their ill health and poverty.

The West German Government by the Bonn Convention, undertook to pay

compensation to all victims of Nazi terror, whose health had been permanently

damaged in Concentration Camps. In December 1955 the West German

Government asked the Bonn Parliament to amend the unsatisfactory compensa—

tion laws to enable this to be done, pointing out that they were under obligation

by treaty. The German Parliament however, refused to pay compensation to

this comparatively small group, their excuse being that these people were in-

terned for so-called security reasons. Some of them, it is true, belonged to

Resistance Movements or helped our airmen or our escaped prisoners, but

many of them were mere children when they were imprisoned.

Every effort has been made to obtain justice for them through official chan-

nels. We are told by our own Government that they regard the position of

these people as unsatisfactory and that their treatment is unjust. The Foreign

Office has been speaking for a long time of negotiations between our Government

and the Germans on this point. Fourteen years have passed since the end of

the war. Many of those with claims against the German Government have

died in conditions of poverty and frustration. Many others obviously have

only a few more years to live. They are to be found living in great poverty and

ill health in camps and barracks. These people were our Allies. Are our mem-

ories so short that we cannot rally to their help?

Our campaign’s roots lie deep in the Christian charity which motivates all

that Group Captain Cheshire and Sue Ryder (now Mrs. Cheshire) try to do.

If there is perhaps a slight strain of bitterness in the joint letter with which they

launched the campaign it is understandable. Miss Ryder has worked among

the 1,100 for the last twelve years. She knows by personal experience the hope-

less poverty and misery of these poor people.

The Refugee Year1s about to begin. Everyone is to be asked to help. We

are asking only for signatures. The whole purpose of our campaign is to make

the plight of the 1,100 known far and wide in the hope that knowledge will

lead to active sympathy. If both our Government and the German Government

are made to realise that there is a solid body of sympathisers concerned with

this problem they will both do something about it.

We have no office staff or equipment but in four months the campaign has

spread to very many parts of the country and to other countries as well, but

we still need more and more support. Would you, Sir, help us to collect signa-

tures by publishing this letter? Well over a hundred National and Local papers

have given us their support already. We are most grateful for it. Would those

willing to help by collecting signatures please write to me for forms?

. (Rev.) R. STANLEY ROBERTS (Protest Organiser)

Market Mews, London, W.1.

 

The

T U KAWAY the World’s lightest ‘

FOLDING CHAIR

FOLDING WHEEL CHAIR ”52a?"

The EASIEST to PUSH Propelling

EASIEST to MANOEUVRE

No LIFTING and LUGGING

TUKAWAY is the answer to so many wheelchair WI" carry 5—5 stone

problems. Ideal to take in the CAR, TRAIN, Will pack in the boot

 

BUS or PLANE: of an 8 H.P. car

Send for list Sole Manufacturers and Palentees: DAWSON MILLBOURN 8: CO.

giving needs TOR PARK ROAD. TORQUAY, DEVON, ENGLAND. Tel. 7954  
 

When answering advertisements please mention “The Cheshire Smile”
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WEST MIDLAND HOME, WOLVERHAMPTON

WORK has now started on this new Home, which is being built

in stages. The first phase lasted for three weeks in July, with 30

voluntary helpers (members of the International Voluntary Service)

starting on “ground work”.

The project has received fantastic support from local firms,

suppliers and specialists. Tarmac have been grading the site free of

charge, and when they are finished I.V.S. will go ahead and dig

foundation trenches. Lewis Bros. (Wednesfield) Ltd. are providing

the labour necessary to lay concrete foundations, to build the

brickwork in sub-structure and manholes, and to lay the reinforced

concrete ground-floor slab.

Tarslag are lending the plant necessary to complete the access

road, and providing labour and materials for the work at cost

price. John MacLean and Sons of Wolverhampton are providing a

skilled site manager to co-ordinate all these activities.

The building of the Home would cost, on tender, between £60,000

and £70,000. But the help promised will bring this figure down to

between £25,000 and £35,000. We have an accumulated fund which

stands at over £6,000 and is steadily increasing.

AN APOLOGY

From the Editor

IN the summer issue of The Cheshire Smile there appeared an article by

the architect of the West Midland Home at Wolverhampton describing the

plans for that Home. He made the inaccurate statement that this new

Home would be the first Foundation building to be planned as a complete

new project. In addition, his reference to the “overriding idea” that

influenced design—the new building would be HOME, not merely a Home

—— seemed, I admit, to imply that such a conception was being thought out,

and put into bricks and mortar, for the first time.

The article certainly did not do justice to all those who planned. financed,

built and developed Le Court as a new institution of a novel kind. I must

apologise to Le Court, to the Carnegie U.K. Trust (who so generously

financed the new Le Court building), and also to St. Teresa‘s whose new

building was also designed on novel lines. It was a grave error of judgment

on my part to pass these inaccurate and misleading remarks which have

been the cause of a deal of annoyance and hurt feelings.

The architect, Mr. Fleetwood-Walker, comments as follows:

Of course, I had no intention of causing offence to other Homes, and

apologise for any inaccuracies in my article. I had, in fact, been led to

believe that buildings already existed on previous sites, and to some extent

affected the new developments. I now know that this is not so.

As far as the design for the Home is concerned, I have re-read my article,

and see no necessity to withdraw any of my remarks concerning originality

of concept and plan. Having studied plans of other Cheshire Homes I

think our plan is an advance on previous ideas. This does not mean that

we could have done without the experience gained previously. In fact, I

say as much in the article. But I should. certainly be sorry if no re—thinking

and progress emerged from each successwe project. My reference to a new

type of building is, I con51der, an accurate assessment of the project.
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  THE STORY OF A HOME

ALNE HALL

ONE OF THE HOMES IN YORKSHIRE

   

capacity. Twenty-seven men and women, with the comforting

security of a “family” life around them, watch television, add

more rows to a scarlet rug, or just sit and look at the view from

the windows. And those who started up this particular project

look back, and remember how it all began.

SLIMMER, 1959, and the Cheshire Home at Alne Hall filled to

Initiative came from York

Unlike the preceding Homes, the impulse to found a Cheshire

Home in York came from the City, and not from Leonard Cheshire.

For some time the York Welfare Department had run a handicrafts

class for seriously handicapped people. The voluntary helpers who

provided transport to and from the hall soon realised that in many

cases a great deal more was needed. A couple of hours” companion-

ship, shared work, and a “cuppa” made a break; but many of the

handicapped were returning to homes where a wife or mother was

near the end of her tether, or where long hours had, by force of

circumstances, to be spent entirely alone.

In September, 1955, “G.C.” came up to York by special request

of Stella Scott, the Welfare Officer, and five others. The first infor-

mal meeting was followed quickly by a second; an ad hoc committee

was formed; and jaunts around York and the surrounding country-

side were gaily embarked upon in search of a suitable house. Six

weeks later, at a meeting in the Mansion House, presided over by

the present Lord Mayor, then City Sheriff, Cheshire put the project

across to York, and received a strong response.

Alne Hall chosen

Of all the properties visited, Alne Hall was considered the best

all-round proposition. Its distance from York (twelve miles)

had—and has—certain disadvantages, but there were as many

points in its favour as we could reasonably hope for. Under its

previous ownership the Hall had been divided into six flats. There

were in consequence many bathrooms and lavatories, and the

majority of rooms were comparatively small. Neither the ballroom

nor the original kitchen—a dark and neglected barn of a place—

had been taken into the flats, and those now serve as our recreation

room and spotless modernised kitchen.

The Opening

We took possession of Alne Hall on May 15th, 1956, and wel-

comed our first patient before the end of June. Our plan was to
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open as soon as we possibly could, and build up the numbers of

patients as the accommodation was made ready for us. There was a

great deal of structural work to be done, as well as redecoration

and furnishing. The Fire Service had its special requirements to

be fulfilled; and the hot water and central heating systems replaced

by modern oil-fired apparatus. “The first fine careless rapture”

had given way by now to hard work and thought. Finance was a

permanent worry: our original appeal for £10,000 had not nearly

been met. Against this we could offset the unstinted support,

financial and practical, of one of the city’s greatest industrial

enterprises, and its employees. Local firms were generous with

gifts in kind; and our furnishing problems often found their solution

in substantial discounts or outright gifts, from linen manufacturers,

carpet and bedding firms, and others whose imagination had been

stirred by the Cheshire “legend”. Offers of pianos, commodes,

settees (most of which had to be collected from unknown side streets

or outlying villages “between three and five, please, on Friday” by

some member of our busy committee poured in.

And all this time, Anne Thomas, our “Founder Matron" as we

could so justly call her, did the work of three normal people. With

her selfless and dedicated service, her cheerful undertaking of any

job from scrubbing floors to welcoming important visitors and

nursing the increasing number of patients, the Cheshire Home at

Alne was built on sure foundations. Unfortunately she had to

leave us eighteen months later, for personal reasons; but her spirit

will not be forgotten.

Setbacks and Progress

As in the carrying out of any worth—while project, we had our

highlights, our frustrations and setbacks, our problems of too little

money and far too little time. Yet, only six months after the pur-

chase of those six flats, friends and helpers, staff and patients

were sharing the fun of a large Bonfire Night party. By now, parties

of entertainers—film shows, concert groups, carol singers—were

becoming more and more frequent. The patients had a standing

invitation to the Wednesday matinee of the York Repertory Com-

pany. Many villages around York put on special efforts for us.

Clubs and individuals sent donations, ran coffeevparties and whist

drives and film shows, so that little by little the money continued

to come in, and we could provide more comfort, variety, and greater

amenities for our family. A second-hand Bedford Dormobile was

bought, and its roof raised to allow for wheel chairs; and in the

spring and summer of 1957 country outings for the patients were

no longer a dream, but an actuality.

In June 1958 we held our first Open Day, with the GO to set the

seal of his approval on our efforts up to date, and to spur us on

for the future. Two more events of interest at about this time were

the visit of Dr. Ramsey, the Archbishop of York, to confirm one of

our patients, and a trip to Lourdes for another. Also, at the first
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General Committee under the Chairmanship of Sir Bertram Wilson,

the bold step of ordering a lift, at a cost of £1,050, was taken.

The Garden Party held at Alne two months later helped this fund;

and the following spring another major effort raised £700 for the

re-surfacing of the drive. The lift was installed and opened by

Sir William Worsley on April 16th, 1958.

The Future

So it goes on: more projects, more efforts made to put them

into effect. A growing number of people interested, a widening

circle of helpers. The burning problem of occupational therapy,

and the need both for skilled teachers and a special room where

looms can be left set up and benches ready for a return to work. A

committee no longer “airborne”, as in those early days, but seasoned,

reinforced by new members who help to shoulder the load of

responsibility which must inevitably accompany a venture such as

this.

And. as the honest undertaking of responsibility is seldom

without its reward, it is perhaps permissible to end, with humility

and pride, where this short account began: “Summer, 1959, and

the Cheshire Home at Alne Hall filled to capacity. Twenty-seven

men and women, with the comforting security of a family life

around them . . .
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STOP THIS CODDLING!
by Louis Battye

(of the West Riding Home, White Windows)

The opinions put forward in the following article do not necessarily represent the official view of

the Cheshire Foundation, but, as always, we aim to show what our disabled people are Ihinking

am] doing.
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been the tendency to devalue a once splendid and noble

word—“adventure”. When I was young I read a great

deal about adventure and it always thrilled and stimulated me.

My heroes, of both fact and fiction, were brave and resourceful

men who performed tremendous deeds, usually under appalling

conditions. They crossed deserts, jungles and oceans; they fought

and killed lions, cannibals, pirates, gangsters and enemy troops;

they discovered gold, diamonds and lost cities; some of them even

went to Mars.

Since those uninhibited days, however, there has been a change—~

very much for the worse, to my mind. “Adventure” has lost its

splendour; it has become, in fact, a dirty word. In contemporary

jargon an “adventurer” is simply a criminal.

This devaluation isn’t merely part of the constant evolution of

language. It is a symbol of a social change, a definite shift of

attitude. Nowadays society no longer really approves of the man

of action. In war his value is admitted, but in peace, unless he does

it in the cause of humanity or religion or science, the man who

deliberately risks his neck is regarded on the whole as a fool, an

exhibitionist, a grabber, a psychopath, a nuisance or a shocking

example to the young. In other words, he’s anti-social.

One of the few ways left in our repressive, over-governed society

in which any man of spirit can risk his neck is by taking part in

certain sports, but here again his freedom is being threatened.

Shrill voices scream for the abolition of boxing, steeplechasing,

motor racing and the like on the grounds that they are dangerous.

Of course they are dangerous. So what? The people who take part

in them know perfectly well they might be killed or seriously injured.

Are they therefore to be condemned to play nothing more exciting

than croquet or ludo?

All this would be funny if it weren’t a sign of decadence. Our

self—appointed protectors and wet blankets are slowly sufiocating

all the courage and enterprise out of our society, reducing us to

mediocrity, apathy and spinelessness. No doubt this makes us

easier to govern and sell things to, but it’s helping to destroy us

as individuals.

And we as disabled people are as much concerned in this sad

trend as anyone. In a slightly different sense the same smothering,

“protective” influence threatens us also. Because our bodies are

defective there is a mistaken belief that we must therefore be protec-

ONE OF THE most disturbing features of the last few years has
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ted from all danger and discouraged—or even forbidden—from

taking any kind of risk. Of course this is done with the very best of

intentions, out of sheer kindness, but nevertheless it is still utterly

wrong.

Examples of this kind of behaviour spring readily to mind.

There is, for instance, the active discouraging of disabled people

from climbing stairs or performing other difficult but not impos-

sible tasks on the grounds that they might fall and hurt themselves.

Of course they might. But what is a few bruises or even a fracture

to compare with the fierce pride and joy of independence, of keeping

going as long as you possibly can? I know perfectly well that

because of the nature of their disabilities certain people need to be

protected or discouraged from exerting themselves, but that is no

reason for coddling those who don’t:

Again there is the banning in some Cheshire Homes of motor

tricycles in case patients should get themselves killed. Of course

they might get killed, but it is a thousand times worth the risk.

No able-bodied person can possibly understand what the possession

of a “trike” means to one who is disabled: it means literally a

new life. No wonder the Invalid Tricycle Association call their

magazine The Magic Carpet. To prevent anyone from driving a

“trike” who is fit to do so on the grounds of “safety” is com-

pletely indefensible.

It is interesting to compare this governessy attitude, springing

as it does from an exaggerated sense of responsibility towards us,

with the attitude of the authorities at the school for the handi—

capped which I attended as a boy. There conditions were deliberately

made as tough as possible for the boys at the main school. No

attempt was made to spare them any of the inconveniences and

hardships of everyday life; the place was full of steps and awkward

corners; there were no handrails; if a boy fell down he got up

unaided~or stayed down. Every day they had to walk a quarter

of a mile to the workshops across a rough common; I have watched

them struggling along in the middle of winter with their sticks,

crutches, calipers and artificial legs, falling full-length in the mud,

painfully dragging themselves to their feet and struggling on. . . .

This toughness was admittedly overdone, but it certainly made

them confident, self-reliant and far freer and happier than any

policy of coddling would have done.

Or let us think of people like Douglas Bader, Bill Simpson or

even Helen Keller. Or the ex-naval officer, a paraplegic, who

travelled alone in an open “trike” over the Alps. Or the group of

disabled people in America who are reported to be planning a

Wheelchair Safari in Africa. How these people would upset our

coddlers!

We disabled people are often regarded as being immature.

But whose fault is that if we are so often treated as children who

must not play at nasty rough games in case we hurt ourselves?

We are not children and we are not afraid of getting hurt. So,

for heaven’s sake, please don’t coddle us!
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WOMAN’S PAGE Ed. by Barbara Beasley

IDEAS WANTED

FRANK SPATH has asked me to write a regular Woman’s Page for the

magazine, but the trouble is I don’t know what the women of the

Cheshire Homes would like to read about. Obviously the page

must be for the staff as well as the disabled residents, and have

some appeal for the wider circle of readers outside the Homes.

Please will you help me by writing to tell me the sort of thing that

would interest you? People here have made suggestions ranging

from the sublime to the ridiculous (mostly ridiculous): from “What

Is Suffering?” to an Advice to the Love-lorn column. If our experi-

ence at Le Court is anything to go by, the latter would be invaluable.

Uniform

Why is uniform worn? Sometimes it may be as a badge of ofiice,

to distinguish an official from the crowd. Sometimes it may act as a

mark of rank, grading the hierarchy between general and private.

Or on the other hand a uniform can be an adjunct to authority,

inspiring awe.

A nurse presumably wears her uniform to keep herself clean.

Ordinary clothing would soon become splashed and dirty. But

she also wears it to set her apart from her patients, so that they

are more likely to do what she tells them.

In the Cheshire Homes the disabled residents are not patients in

the usual sense of the word, except when they are ill in bed, and

this is probably a good deal less often than in a similar cross section

of the able-bodied community, since they are so well cared for.

We are supposed to live as afamily, and in a family the mother

and father and aunts and uncles would be most surprised if they

were required to wear uniform, apart from a protective overall

when necessary.

Would it not be a good general principle if the nursing staff of the

Cheshire Homes wore overalls rather than uniforms and caps?

Even if it be maintained that we are not yet self-disciplined, imposed

discipline should not depend on such exterior show.

Easy-to—grow House Plants

1. Water Balsam. This plant is also called Busy Lizzie and is

specially easy for beginners as you literally can’t water it too much.

Cuttings can be taken at any time and put in a jar of water, having

stripped oif all buds and the lowest leaves. Roots will soon grow

and it can be potted in a rich soil (% loam, % leafmould and a little

sand). The growing point should be pinched out when the plant

begins to grow, to prevent sprawling. Various shades of pink are

available, as well as yellow, and seeds of a new orange variety can

be bought.

Charlie’s tales

Have you heard the one about the Australian bushman who

bought a new boomerang? He nearly went crazy trying to throw

away the old one.
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  LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WHEELCHAIR DESIGN

From Mr. D. Douglas Davidson, Director, Zimmer Orthopaedic Ltd., manu-

facturers of Everest & Jennings wheelchairs in this country :—

THE question of wheelchair design has been raised by Nancy Bull

in her article “Random thoughts on Wheelchair Design”, and it

may be of interest to your readers to hear the manufacturer’s view-

pomt.

First and foremost the conception of an ideal wheelchair is as

nebulous as the conception of the ideal woman—she doesn’t exist—

so it is with wheelchairsgany universal, general purpose, standardv

call it what you may—wheelchair is essentially a compromise as

it is impossible to arrive at a design which will meet the wide variety

of conditions encountered in handicapped persons.

Essentially the design of the chair should result in a comfortable

sitting position with the back adequately supported and with the

stomach organs lying in their natural position with the user seated

as far as possible in an upright posture. In this respect we consider

it unwise to design the chair having in mind only dimensions which

will enable it to be fitted in to a small invalid carriage. In other

words, to get the wheelchair into a motorised invalid carriage the

wheelchair user frequently has to fit the wheelchair instead of the

wheelchair fitting the user. Such accessories as upholstered arms,

elevating leg rests and semi- and full reclining backrests depend

entirely on the physical condition of the person using the chair and

is, therefore, impossible to generalise about their advantages or

limitations. On the question of the position of the large wheels

we together with other manufacturers have very different ideas.

Generally speaking, we find that the majority of wheelchair users

prefer to have the large wheels at the back for the simple, and

very important reason, that with the wheels in this position it is

possible for them to achieve a measure of independence and mobility

which is not possible if the wheels are positioned at the front.

There are many wheelchair users who are able to negotiate not

only curbs but also one or two steps on their own as a result of

being able to balance the chair on the two back wheels. Many

of you will have seen Mr. Denly, Chairman of the Invalid Tricycle

Association, negotiating his chair over rough grass fields and up

and down steps unassisted. Such people as Mr. Denly are able

to live a full and normal life from their wheelchair. We realise

that if the wheelchair user is handicapped by having weak arms

such manoeuvres are impossible and we are assuming that the

average wheelchair user does have normal or even greater than

normal strength in his arms. Apart from all this we consider

the wheel diameter should be 24in. It is a question of simple mechan-

ics and the principle of the lever. The further the hand—propelling

rims are away from the axle the easier it is to achieve leverage on
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  the wheels. With the roads and pavements we have in this country

it has been our experience that solid rubber cushion tyres are more

widely accepted than pneumatic tyres. They also offer less friction

and are, therefore, easier to propel than pneumatic tyres. It is,

however, interesting to note that while we in this country as well as

our Associates in America supply 95 per cent. of our chairs with

solid rubber tyres, the reverse is true in Germany where our Associate

Company supply 95 per cent. of the wheelchairs with pneumatic

tyres.

They have also found that the 24in. by 13in. tyre is too small and

offer as an alternative a 24in. by 12in. by 2in. pneumatic tyre which

is similar to the type of wheel found on powered bicycles.

The trend of opinion amongst wheelchair users seems to favour

8in. castors in place of Sin. castors for a very obvious reason that

an 8in. castor will negotiate rough ground, surface irregularities

with more ease than the small Sin. castors. The disadvantage of

having the large wheels at the back appears to be the overall length

of the chair being greater than it is with the chairs having the

large wheels at the front. This, at least, used to be the case but

with the introduction of models with swinging detachable leg

rests this criticism is no longer valid, and it is possible to obtain an

Everest & Jenning’s folding chair which can be instantly reduced

in overall length by 10in. simply by swinging the footrests to one

side.

As stated above the wheelchair design is a question of com-

promise and in an endeavour to select the right chair for the wheel-

chair user we publish a wheelchair modification and accessory

analysis which lists the advantages and uses of the various models

as well as their limitations so that a careful study of this analysis

will enable a potential buyer to decide which chair is the most

suitable for his or her particular handicap.

From Mr. T. B. Harty, Director, Dingwall & Son (Engineers) Ltd., London :—

WE are most interested to learn that the article by Nancy Bull,

which appeared recently in the I.T.A. journal, has been reproduced

in your magazine. There is very little comment we can add to the

article, although we should mention that during Nancy Bull’s

brief visit to our works there was only time to demonstrate a very

few models. Quite apart from the very many special transit chairs

which we are always being called upon to produce, there are some

25 current models in production. These include various sized

chairs which range from a child’s size right up to the outsize model,

capable of transporting a patient of 20 stone or more.

Regarding the point raised in the article about the most suitable

position for the propelling wheels, we would like to stress that

in this matter we remain quite neutral. The point we did raise,

however, was that the majority of cases seem to prefer the large

propelling wheels to be mounted at the rear of the chair, this is,

of course, purely a personal preference.
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From Derrick Feltell, Le Court.

FOLLOWING the article by Nancy Bull published in your last issue

I feel I would like to add a few comments of my own.

To begin with, I think, upon looking round and seeing the marvels

of engineering in other fields, that there can be little more anti-

quated a conception than the average present-day wheelchair.

Much more thought put into wheelchair design would certainly

be appreciated by the thousands of disabled people who don’t use

their chairs just on occasion, but spend their entire working hours

in them.

The most important, and perhaps the most simple, improvement

that occurs to me is the immediate replacement of all pneumatic

tyres by the new cushion type. This would entirely eliminate the

great bugbears of punctures, leaking valves, and of course the ever

recurring bind of “pumping up”. It would also reduce the amount

of drag.

Next—spoke wheels. I know that old ways of thought die hard,

and that manufacturing processes are always difficult to change.

Nevertheless, I would like to see the spoked wheel everywhere

replaced by the disc wheel. With the new alloys available the weight

would be very little different, and the fact that the wheel would be

stamped out rather than laboriously built up should bring down

costs. Surely, such wheels would retain their original shape much

longer, being very much less liable to warping and the consequent

tightening effect on ease of movement.

I believe spoked wheels are used, in conjunction with pneumatic

tyres, partly as a means of suspension, which brings me to my

next point. Suspension, as such, is almost non-existent in most

wheel-chairs. In my opinion, the use of telescopic forks could well

be introduced, on the castor wheels only for indoor chairs, but on

all four wheels for outdoor chairs.

Now, to my pet subject—brakes. Nearly all types of brake in

current use are dangerously inefficient and liable to rapid deteriora-

tion. For instance, great use has been made of cables, which is

perhaps the most unreliable form of brake transmission known.

I would like to see the use of cables discontinued absolutely. They

stretch; they snap; they rust; they work loose. My idea would

be some kind of disc brake working on the same principle as a car

clutch. And I would like to see it operated through the medium of

rods and levers.

Finally, much greater use of ball races in wheels, and bushes in

other moving parts, is desirable.

These are only a few suggestions that have occurred to me.

I’m sure there are many more.
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SUGGESTIONS

DEAR EDITOR,

May I congratulate you, and all concerned, with the production of The Cheshire

Smile .7 I have just read my second copy and am already looking forward to the

next.

I would like to offer a few comments and suggestions for the magazine :—

(1) Couldn’t we have a profile of someone every time? That seems to me

one of the most inspiring parts of the magazine.

(Yes, ofcourse,_ you could have a profile in every issue—1f the Homes would

supply them. Unfortunately, the disabled people in the Homes are a little shy

about displaying themselves so publicly. We find it very difficult to satisfy

your demand. Homes please try and do something about this!).

(2) When space permits couldn’t you thank people for gifts received—even

if they are only fictitious “thanks” at first? I think it will encourage people to

send things.

(It would be quite impossible to mention the many and varied gifts that are

received, in London, and in the individual Homes. Much as we should like to

thank the generous donors (there would certainly be no need to invent fictitious

names and gifts) we just can’t find the space within the limits of this magazine.

But malty of the Homes do issue news—letters for their local supporters and

these generally provide the service for which you are asking. In time, we hope

that each Home selling The Cheshire Smile will include in every copy its own

news-letter or special inset with local news, etc.)

(3) If you have any spare copies of your magazine I should be very pleased

to pass them on to likely helpers.

(Sometimes, when we have a surplus ofmagazines, we send out complimentary

copies to potential supporters. But we would like to bring your attention to the

scheme by which quite a number ofpeople act as agents for us, selling a regular

number of copies each issue amongst their circle offriends, acquaintances and

fellows-at-work. Would you like to become such an agent?)

God bless you and every success to your efiorts.

Yours sincerely,

(Mrs) K. NEAL

(Rugeley, Stafis.)

NEW WHEELCHAIR CATALOGUE

Zimmer Orthopaedic Ltd. have now published an Everest & Jennings Wheelchair

Catalogie giving a selection from the 76 standard wheelchairs available. The

24-page catalogle is printed in three colours and is a handy size to slip in the

pocket. A FREE copy of the catalogue will be sent to any reader on request

from Zimmer Orthopaedic Ltd., Bridgend, Glam, GB, or Zimmer House.

176-8 Brompton Road, London, S.W.3.

 

Send a box of notepaper for Christmas

Basildon Bond notepaper, 5/6d. per box printed

LETTERPRESS PRINTING. HAND LETTERING

6: DUPLICATING.

SEND 3D. STAMP FOR PRICE LIST. ETC.

LINE-PRESS

LE COURT, LISS, HANTS.

TELEPHONE ; BLACKM00R 229.

 

   
When answering advertisements please mention “The Cheshire Smile"
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   PRACTICALITIES

A new Section to be edited by Lawrie Mawer

WHEN a disabled person becomes chairbound, and often before

that, there is a time when he stops calling for help if there is some-

thing to be picked up or reached, and he turns for assistance to

some makeshift aid, whether it be a piece of string, a pair of scissors,

a stick, or a ruler. If he has had little or no contact with others

of his kind, either in hospital or in one of the many groups catering

for the disabled, he will accept these extensions to his independence

as a matter of course, something that grows with one rather than a

problem consciously solved. It is only when he is brought into

touch with those similarly handicapped that he comes to realise

his independence can be even greater. Here he sees for the first

time that others have met and tackled the same frustration, with

various degrees of success. It is here that he learns to call his piece

of string, his scissors, stick, etc., “gadgets”.

We disabled people living in Cheshire Homes, and other establish-

ments, have come to realise just how important gadgets are, and

just how large a part they must play in our lives. Because of their

importance there is to be found more than one book on the subject.

In addition, articles are printed in various magazines.

Perhaps closely associated with the overcoming of disability

is the question of what one may do with one’s new found indepen-

rdence. Most of us, at one time or another, have been introduced

to the many forms of handicrafts already available, either as 0.1".

or as a means of earning a little pocket money. But whatever the

reason is for working, we all find that once a start has been made

difficulties begin to crop up, and we sometimes wonder if the effort

is worth while. Eventually, of course, these are often overcome by

finding a knack. Probably we find it ourselves, or it may be passed

on by the occupational therapist, or the person who first instructed

us in handicrafts.

Now along with the gadgets we intend to introduce to you,

we shall from time to time olfer suggestions and ideas with a hope

that they will be of use to you in your work and other activities.

If you have any bright ideas for gadgets or just tips to help,

please let us have them. And if you have any criticisms, com-

ments or suggestions for future articles on this page, let us have

these too. All correspondence for this section should be addressed

to Lawrie Mawer, O.T. Manager, Le Court, Liss, Hants.

Lathe Wants Good Home

A Perhays Model 1 lathe (faulty but repairable motor), suitable

for wood and light metal turning, is available if any Cheshire

Home could put it to good use. Steady, but not necessarily strong,

hands are needed, and somewhere to make a lot of mess, dust and

noise. Applications to L. Mawer, O.T. Manager, Le Court, Liss,

Hants.
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  One Amateur to Another

Reflections on the Psalms by C. S. Lewis (Geoffrey Bles)

1958, 12/6.

THE Psalms have been one of the best loved books in worship

and meditation in most Christian traditions. There are moments

when one is tempted to wonder why. Sometimes it is difficult to

tell what the psalmist is saying; other times it is only too clear

what he meant and one rather wishes he had not.* Dr. Lewis’

book is an attempt to face these difficulties head-on.

The book is written from the standpoint of “one amateur to

another”, that in it no pretension is made to specialized knowledge

of the Old Testament. What this means is that the book will be as

easy to read for the non-scholarly reader as for the Old Testament

pundit; but both will have a great deal to learn from it. It is an

essay not in defending the Christian faith but in expounding aspects

of it from the standpoint of the Psalms. No attempt is made to

cover all the Psalms systematically; rather Dr. Lewis supplies a

number of starting points from which the reader can carry on his

own thoughts and worship.

The book is a number of short essays which fall into two groups.

The first group consists of discussions of many things in the Psalms

which we often find puzzling or meaningless, such as why is judg-

ment desired; why should cursings enter into a book of the Bible;

what is the attitude to death; is the law really sweeter than honey;

how did the Jews see nature; why the incessant note on praising the

Lord? A summary of the points made about bloodthirsty hopes

and threats in the Psalms will give an indication of the general

approach. Dr. Lewis begins by pointing out that these regrettable

verses (e.g. Ps. 69 :23; 137 :9; 139 : 19) are part and parcel of

the psalms and simply cannot be eliminated. Naturally we cannot

use this as a pretext to justify hatred in ourselves. But we are

warned in three ways. First the hatred expressed in the psalms often

is found in us when we brood on the wrongs done to us. Secondly,

in causing resentment among others we can see the injury we do

to their souls. Thirdly, it is notable how the greatest hatred comes

from the best in religion; the greatest idealist is potentially the

greatest fiend because a man can delude himself into thinking'

that his own worst passions are holy.

The second group of essays is somewhat more general in scope,

being concerned with second meanings and prophecies in the Psalms

and in the nature of the inspiration of the Bible. With regard to

inspiration Dr. Lewis does not consider that the human qualities of

error, naivety, contradiction, and wickedness are necessarily absent

in revelation. This to the human mind seems an imperfect and

untidy way of working, but in all charity Dr. Lewis rejects the

 

*See further C. F. D. Moule, “Understandest thou what thou singest?”:

Theology 61 :460 (October, 1958) pp. 405-408.
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   fundamentalist and Roman Catholic view that God must have

done what is best, therefore this is what He has done. The reason

is simply that in our imperfect state of knowledge we do not know

what is best for us, therefore we cannot say what must have been

done. Scripture, then, is not the conversion of God’s Word into

literature but the taking up of a literature to be the vehicle of God’s

Word; for revelation comes when God raises something natural

above itself.

It is not always possible to agree with Dr. Lewis. With regard

to the life after death he may dismiss too easily this belief from

21 Psalm such as 139 : 7 “IfI go down into Hell thou art there also”

where immortality is grasped at not as a system of rewards but as an

expression of the inability of death to separate God from His

creatures. Dr. Lewis is on very shakey ground when he says that

the idea of the priest king was not normal in Israel for the actions

of Solomon (1 Kings 8 : 63) and Ahaz (2 Kings 16 : 13)

suggest the king had the right to function as high priest. Finally,

in talking of modern Jewish reluctance to rebuild the Temple,

Dr. Lewis has overlooked the fact that the chief reason why there

has been no Israeli attempt to do so is because the Temple site is

within the Jordanian part of Jerusalem.

Nevertheless, the faults of this book are small compared with

its virtues and it can be unreservedly recommended to all who are

interested in appreciating the Psalms more fully.——J.S-W.

They’re not lonclv any more

By Barbara Henderson

An article originally published in 1956.

Reproduced with permission from The Sun-Herald, Sydney, Australia.

SCORES of Sydney people, helplessly crippled 18 months ago,

will soon be assembling television sets, taking dictation from business

executives, and running a mail-order business. . . . Ten of them

have given up invalid pensions of £4 a week to do these or similar

full-time jobs. Others are planning to supplement pensions with

the work to the full amount of £3 105. 0d. a week made legal by

the Commonwealth Social Services Department in March. All

have found their feet at a workshop set up 18 months ago by the

Civilian Maimed and Limbless Association.

Officials of the association say hundreds of Sydney cripples are

“rotting away” in soul—destroying dependence in their own homes.

Others almost as seriously incapacitated are so lonely that they sit at

street corners hoping someone will talk to them.

But for those attending the workshop, the new skills they have

acquired and new friends they have made have swept away both

dependence and loneliness. At the 5,000 square-feet workshop

which has just been moved to new premises in Grose Street (lent

rent free by Royal Prince Alfred Hospital) I watched some 30 of

these tragically handicapped men and women at work this week.
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They were a young, gay attractive group:

*Blue-eyed, black-haired Doug Walters, 28, victim of polio

twice in 12 years, was sorting wires. His £1 a week beginners’

wage supplements the pension of £6 65. on which he keeps a

wife and baby.

*Pretty Fay Wilson, 17, also a polio victim, was glueing brilliant

flowers into costume jewellery.

*Dark-eyed Ann Molloy, 24, crippled since childhood, was

binding fishing rods, deftly with bright-coloured silks.

*Mrs. Alan Evans, 28, victim of a spinal disease at 17, was

packing deaf aids. Mrs. Evans spent her twenty-first birthday

in Newington State Hospital, but left it to search for indepen-

dence. She now earns enough to do without her pension.

She married a fellow-worker at Christmas.

“No one is made to rehabilitate themselves at the workshop~

we merely provide the tools for them to do the job themselves,”

says president and co-administrator of the association, Hugh

Bedwin, a pleasant, purposeful man in his late thirties. He swung

his wheelchair round so he could watch the factory as he spoke.

“It is possible to lead a normal life even if you are seriously handi-

capped,” his wife and co-administrator, Hazel Bedwin, said, moving

her wheelchair alongside his.

Few people have more right to talk about being independent

than the Bedwins. Both have been helplessly crippled since the

age of four and had wheelchair problems which kept them prisoner

at home for years. Both have risen above their afliictions to build

with driving energy the rehabilitation workshop unique in this

State.

“When the workshop opened in May, 1955, we had nine workers

in a small hut, and a co-operative contract for binding 50 fishing

rods a week,” Mr. Bedwin said. “We now have 38 trained workers,

and 50 more are anxious to train. Our contracts are worth £5,000

a year.”

The workshop was self-supporting, Mrs. Bedwin said. Within

three years, she and her husband had pledged themselves to make

it pay costs of the association’s administration and welfare work as

well. “We have contracts coming up for television work, and will

shortly launch a public stenography service.”

The association has managed so far on a painfully acquired

capital which has fluctuated between £50 and £1,000, the Bedwins

said. But more was needed. We need funds to lend to members to

buy wheelchairs to get them to work; some now have to pay taxi

fares. Office furniture, a typewriter, new factory benches—even a

dartboard—were on the list, too.

In the future the association hopes to have a second sheltered

workshop for disabled men and women on the North Shore. It

dreams of a hostel with ramps instead of stairs, where country

people in wheel chairs—working in city jobs, perhaps—could lead

normal, happy lives.
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MIRAFLORES, 154 Worple Road, Wimbledon

The annual “Garden Fair” held on 18th July was once again a most enjoyable

day for residents and friends.

In perfect weather, Bryan Colman, well-known star of Screen and TV, opened‘

the Fair. We all say a most sincere “Thank You” to him and his wife for the

encouragement they gave to visitors and helpers. Our other guests included the

Member for Wimbledon, Sir Cyril Black who was accompanied by Lady Black,

and there was a very special welcome from Miss Peace, the Warden, for past

residents, those fortunate enough to have out-grown Mirafiores, and had come

back, fit and well to lend a hand with the stalls. E. A. LAYTON (Mrs.)

HAWTHORN LODGE, Hawthorn Road, Dorchester, Dorset

Having been a regular reader of The Cheshire Smile for some years, it is a

happy occasion when I can greet all readers “from the inside”—having joined

the family as Matron at Hawthorn Lodge. ,

At the moment we have 15 children, but are hoping to accommodate 20 in the

near future. Readers will be interested to hear that Susan (our “foundation

member") can now walk, but when in a hurry still prefers to scuttle along in

her old way. We have had quite a few short-stay visitors this summer, who soon

settle down and play happily with the rest of the family#espccially when play,

in warm weather, means splashing in the plastic paddling pool! Charles has

been attending the Occupation Centre at Weymouth, and is now wandering

around looking lost, as he cannot understand why there should have to be such

things as “breaking—up" and holidays.

 

Hawthorn Lodge, the Cheshire Home for mentally handicapped children.
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The warm dry summer has meant a lot to the staff here, as it meant that

the vast quantities of clothes and linen could all be easily dried. We are hoping

that a benefactor will come along before the winter to donate a spin-dryer or

drying cabinet (or even both!) MISS E. BROCKELBANK.   

Some of the children at Hawthorn Lodge.

 

ST. CECILIA’S, Sundridge Avenue, Bromley, Kent

The main interest during the past few months has been our 1959 Appeal,

which was announced in the last issue of the “Cheshire Smile”. To date, this

has realised £2,600 but we still have a large number of competition tickets to be

returned and we are in great hopes of reaching our target. We are indeed grateful

to those who have already given so generously and to those who have worked

so hard selling competition tickets and doing the house-to—house collections.

This has been an arduous task and has taken up an enormous amount of the

voluntary helpers’ time.

The bus mentioned in the last issue has arrived and has already been put to
good use. An outing was arranged by Tom Langham, one of our patients, who

took several people to see “Round the World in Eighty Days” at the London

Astoria. A further outing was to the home of Mr. Donald Sumner, Member of

Parliament for Orpington. This was a delightful occasion, the house is set in

the most lovely grounds and everyone was refreshed by the outing. By courtesy

of the Chislehurst Amateur Dramatic Society, some of the patients and staff

were able to see “Bold Lover”, an amusing play excellently produced. The show

was also enlivened by various audible “asides” from Ernie Smith and David

Floom.

Within the Home things are, for the staff at any rate, hectic, but a good time

seems to be had by all, Andy Banks still runs a very good shop but the “lease”

on his corner of the corridor will shortly run out and he will be moving to new

premises in the Occupational Therapy Room, an already lively place.

The Roman Catholic Chapel is progressing well and Mrs. Lewis-King has

recently donated a stained glass window for the Protestant Chapel. Work has

commenced on the Laundry and Garages which, it is hoped, will be completed

by September. It will be a relief not to have to bale out the basement every time

the washing machine is emptied!

It is with deep regret that we record the deaths of Mrs. McLaren, Sydney

Rowe, Albert Inch and Violet Reach, all of whom are sadly missed.
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SEVEN RIVERS, Great Bromley, Colchester, Essex

The Annual Fete was a great success attended with fine weather and a large

crowd. The Band of the Royal Hospital School, Holbrook was the star attrac-

tion and concluded the event by beating retreat. The Fete realised £750 Clear of

expenses.

Red Feather Days in Essex and Suffolk have raised £564 for the Home.

Seven Rivers was represented at the Royal Norfolk Show and also at the local

Tendring Show.

The building of the lift has proceeded very smoothly and it is hoped that it

will be in operation in August and we shall then be able to take another dozen

patients. The Group Captain paid a flying visit to the Home to see how we

were getting on. Arrangements are being made for the official opening of the

lift on 27th September when the ceremony will be performed by Group Captain

Cheshire. We welcome Sister Kathleen Leng to our staff where she is proving

a great asset.

In June. Alice Cox and George Clayden were married at Great Bromley

Parish Church and the reception was held at Seven Rivers. P. E. HESELTINE.

 
(Photoi Roz/furl] Timer & Amplhill Nuwx)

At Ampfiiil/ Fete. (LC. Irving Iiilr luck on [he skirt/e alley.

 

 

 

  



 

  AMPTHILL PARK HOUSE, Ampthill, Beds.

We had a most successful fete this year and it was a great pleasure having

Leonard Cheshire to open it for us. It war certainly a fine day, with the ice

cream running out three times. Handicrafts on the patient's stall sold well.

and other stalls also did a good trade. Displays were by the Dagenham Girl

Pipers and a squad of Police Dogs. The Duchess of Bedford drew the winning

ticket from the drum for us. The great day ended with the auction of flowers

and a dance in our ballroom.

Another recent event of note was the Bedford Agricultural Show, at which we

had a stall in the Handicraft Section. The show was opened by H.R,H. the Duke

of Gloucester.

In May we were the guests of the G.P.O. who took us on the river at Cam-

bridge. It was a most enjoyable trip. JIMMY WOLSTENHOLME.

HOVENDEN HOUSE, Fleet, Spalding, Lines.

In brilliant sunshine, the Earl of Ancaster opened our combined Fete and

Flower Show on Saturday. July 4th, and spoke of how he looked upon Hovenden

House as Lincolnshire‘s special contribution towards helping those who had

been unfortunate and bore afflictionsiphysieal and mental—far and away

greater than any of the visitors that afternoon. He felt that as a county they

should all be prepared to help Hovenden. There was still an outstanding debt

of £500 from the original £1,000 loaned to the Home by the Cheshire Founda-

tion, which had to be paid off before they could claim that Hovenden was

100 per cent. Lincolnshire.

Many county and local organizations combined under a committee, led as

before by Mr. H. W. Chappell of Spalding. to arrange the fete. Attractions

included a police dog demonstration (by permission of the Chief Constable),

 

(Photo: Linea/nrltire Free Proxy)

The Queen of Tulip/and visits Hovenden House.
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dancing on the lawn in the evening, a barbecue by Spalding Round Table, a

licensed beer garden and physical training exhibition by the girls of Spalding

High School.

Bert and Elsie have been doing a roaring trade1n handicrafts. We do want

0 say “Thank you very much’ to all who come and .buy so generously.

The Long Sutton Baptist Sunday School visited us in May, and gave us their

Anniversary Performance. This took place in the garden, and was attended

by a rather unusual audience. The cows (about 15 to 20 of them), who live1n

the park, are evidently musically inclined as they all galloped up to the edge of

the “Ha-Ha”, between the garden and the park and after having arranged

themselves1n a straight row, heads facing the garden, joined1n the singing with

the greatest delight, to the great amusement of the children and ourselves.

The Tulip Queen (Miss Jill Whitehouse) paid us a visit in May. The picture

shows her, with two attendants, being shown the garden by Matron.

Matron was invited to the‘Pigeon Inn” to tip over a pile of pennies which had

been accumulating for us there. The pile when counted came to £32 lls. 3d.

The Boys Brigade (lst Long Sutton Company) came and gave us a splendid

gymnastic and drill display in the garden.

The Holbeach Dramatic Society invited us to their production “House by

the Lake” which was billed as a thriller, It certainly was.

ST. BRIDGET’S, East Preston, West Sussex

It gave us all great pleasure to welcome a new Sister, Miss Hibbens, on May lst.

Another addition to our staffls Pat Frost who has joined as kitchen assistant

Our many friends have been most kind during this wonderful summer in

keeping us supplied with beautiful flowers and delicious strawberries

Three of our community have had holidays Tom Boon went to Worthing,

Jim to Rustington, and Ida to Le Court (the last in exchange with Alice Rowell).

The Jumble Sale at Rustington on June 22nd raised £65.

Recent entertainments included a visit to “Twinkle” at Worthing, a tea party

at the “Blue Peter”, Rustington, film shows and the usual Round Table tour.

June 26th was a great day when Mesdames Arnold, Gray and Cory-Wright

took over the kitchen and provided, amongst other things, fresh salmon for

lunch and strawberries and cream for tea.

We are very sorry to report that Bill Dorr died at Southlands Hospital on

May 20th, and he is greatly missed by all.

ST. TERESA’S, Long Rock, Penzance, Cornwall

Since the last issue we have had quite a number of things happening, some or

them not at all unusual, such as the trip to the Scilly Isles, the day spent ao

Trelowarren, Lady Vyvyan’s estate, and the visit to the Air Display at the Nava'

Air Station, Culdrose.

In May two of our “”regulars went on holiday, Jean Homer to friends at

Melton Mowbray, and Graham to his home in Taunton, Somerset. In their

place we had two holiday patients, Ian Macgillray and Sheila Hancock.

On 4th June we had the pleasure of meeting G.C‘s wife for the first time.

Both G.C. and his wife arrived in the early evening and after G.C. had introduced

his wife there was a request from her for some entertainment; so we obliged.

Ronald Shiner paid a visit the next day, and we found him just as amusing

ofl" stage as he is on.

We were sorry to say goodbye to Mrs. Greenwood who has been a good

friend since the present St. Teresa’s was opened. She and her husband have

left the district.

Now we come to bad news. We are losing our Matron, Miss Susan Brewer.

who has been with us since January, 1957, and in that time has not only won

our respect, but our afiection as well. There is not one patient at St. Teresa’s

who has not benefited in one way or another from her presence. Our new

Matron, Mrs. Strachan, will be here when this appears in print and we welcome

her with sincere good wishes.

A “thank you’ to the Tolberth Methodist Chapel, Long Rock, for their

kindness1n inviting us to the Sunday School Treat on July 18th. L.H.
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GREATHOUSE, Kington Langley, Chippenham, Wilts.

Our first fete, on July llth, was a great success in every way, especially finan-

cially. For this magnificent effort praise is due to the organizer, Mrs. Moseley

and her regiment ofhelpers. Also to Bob Arnold (Tom Forrest of “The Archers”)

for performing the opening ceremony. We were honoured by the presence of our

patron, Mr. C. Garnett and his wife, who must have been very pleased to see

such enthusiasm.

Helpers helped, pushers pushed, the band blew and everyone had a whale of a

time. I watched the helicopter display (by the R.A.F., South Cerney) from our

own marquee, where a roaring trade was done in stools, scarves, baskets, etc..

all of which had been made by the residents under the general supervision of

Harold Moss. The staff of the Westminster Bank sat in the library until 11 pm.

collecting the takings. Over £2,300 was raised for the Home.

Later, your correspondent returned to his “spiritual home", the beer tent,

which was patronised by all in spite of the steps leading down to it. Prominent

amongst the crowd in the tent were Albert and Cecil, also a member of the

staff whose name I have been forbidden to mention.

The chicken barbecue and the dancing on the lawn were a great success.

The latter had to be seen to be believed.

It has been a great pleasure to have Barbara, Muriel, Paul and Bill from Le

Court for a short holiday, and we only hope that our four, who went there in

exchange, have given as little trouble and as much pleasure as our visitors.

Let‘s hope we can repeat this another summer.

Our lift is in now, and before long the upstairs rooms will be filled.

A big gap has been caused in the family by the death of Cherry Smart on

the 19th June, 1959. We all loved her and were so glad that she was able to

spend her let birthday with us. Her stay of about a year here gave something

to the Home which will long remain with us. ROY MCCOYE.

LE COURT, Liss, Hants.

For some reason there seemed to be a specially festive atmosphere about the

preparations for this year's Fete. The arrival of the new bus the day before had

 

(Photo: Farnham Herald)

A! Le Cour! Fete. Toni presents bouquet (a Mrs. Jimmy Edwards, with Professor

Jimmy looking on.  



something to do with it—the bus for which the Fete proceeds this year are to be

used to cover. It is a bus designed with great care for our purposes, and com-

plete even with individual lights over the seats at each side. Then Ian Curtis

and theBHBC T.V. camera team came to take some film of the event. And

not the least reason was that the house seemed to be bursting at the seams

with “slaves” who had come to help.

The organization of the Fete was so smooth that it never showed. Mrs.

Thorlby must be one of the most skilled operators of Fetes in England. And

she has built up a body of willing helpers second to none.

Our opener, Jimmy Edwards, was the breezy larger-than-Iife character we

expect from “Whack-O”. We had other illustrious guests, Sir Alec and Lady

Guinness, Mai Zetterling and her husband, author David Hughes, and four of

the Windmill Girls.

What can be said about Fetes that has not been said already? There were

all the usual features—marquees, crowds, bands, displays, sideshows. Incredibly,

everything had been dismantled and tidied up by the Monday, and nobody

3.0”” have believed there had been a Fete. Except for the £1,800 or so in the

my.

A new organization has recently come into being—the Le Court Association!

which is a Friends association with a difference. It is intended to provide a

social link with the neighbourhood and to be run jointly by Friends and patients.

There is no subscription. To get things going a committee of six has been

appointed, consisting of three Friends and the three members of the Patients'

Welfare Committee. This new Committee has begun to issue a monthly news-

letter which will be sent to any Friend or Helper of Le Court, actual or potential,

who cares to write to Miss Tonette Edwards at the Home.

Mr. Wilkins, of Creamline Coaches, Bordon, has put a special coach at our

disposal for use at any time. He has arranged for some seats to be taken out,

a ramp for wheelchairs put in at the back, and is maintaining it in his garage.

When we think of all that Mr. Wilkins has done, we can‘t begin to express our

gratitude.

Mr. Frank Pain of High Wycombeis one of England’s most eminent wood—

turners. He has written a book about the subject and now spends much of his

time as a travelling instructor and demonstrator. He came to see us at Le

Court and decided that a proper lathe would be just the thing for us. He sent

out an appeal through “The Woodworker". The result—a Coronet lathe

given by a man in Retford, and enough money to buy a motor and necessary

tools.

THAT CRICKET MATCH

On 17th June, in brilliant sunshine, a cricket team from Le Court played a

team of White Fathers and their students at Bishops Waltham.

Le Court batted first but suffered an early blow when Mr. Barnett was bowled.

Then came Matron looking positively boyish in crimson slacks and with a

matching fez. Alas, our most colourful player was soon out despite all the

efforts of the bowler.

Our Warden, Commander Stevinson, now joined orderly Henry Kerr and

the runs started to flow. The Commander played a particularly good innings of

47 runs before retiring to make way for Mary O’Leary, who had never played

cricket before. Our hosts were duly gentle with her—even when she started to

lay about her. The final total was 82.

After a most enjoyable tea the White Fathers and their athletic-looking

students started to bat and quickly shewed their ability Runs came freely

although Mr. Barnett and the Commander toiled manfully By the time that

the White Fathers two highest scorers had sportingly retired the fielders were

leg-weary and the end was near. A special cheer, withNipper” in good voice,

was reserved for the entry of Father Fowles and appropriately the winning

run came from his bat a few minutes later. A most happy afternoon was rounded

off by the drive home through the sun-drenched Hampshire countryside to Le

Court for supper. GILBERT THOMPSON.
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STAUNTON HAROLD, Ashby de la Zouch, Leics.

The news from Staunton this issue is mainly of new-comers; and the welcoming

of old friends. During the last few months we have been able to welcome several

new chaps to our midst by the opening of some of the new rooms in the west

wing. While they are “newcomers” as permanent patients, we are pleased to

say they are not all strangers to us, for they include two old friends in “Sandy”

Standring and Lawrence Taylor, both of whom spent holidays with us last year.

We are also very pleased to have welcomed several holiday patients again this

summer, especially the ladies.

It has also given us a lot of pleasure to have with us again our usual supply of

students from London University this summer. As I said in this feature last year,

it gives us new interests to meet all these young folk every year. Two people

whose stay with us gave us particular pleasure were our young Belgian pal,

Monique, and her sister Josie. Monique proved to be her old charming self,

whilst her sister, paying her first visit to us, was to prove herself every bit as

popu ar.

Unfortunately, the quarter has not been all comings, for there have also been a

few departures, most notable being our two Sisters, Joyce Miller and Ann Shels-

well. While we are all very sorry to lose these very popular members of the

stafi‘, I’d like to take the opportunity of offering the best wishes of all of us here

to Ann, who left us to be married. Although she has left us, we still feel that

she is one of the family, for her new sister-in~law, Mary Ottowell, works in the

office.
T.M.G.

WHITE WINDOWS, Sowerby Bridge, Halifax, Yorks.

As we anticipated, the last three months at White Windows has been a much

busier period than the previous one.

In May a number of us went to Bradford to a Gilbert and Sullivan perform-

ance, and three weeks later another party attended the very last show to be held

at the Palace Theatre, Halifax—a production of “The King and I”. This theatre

is now, alas, no more. Among the shows that have come to us, the highspot was a

visit, also in May, by the Huddersfield Light Opera Society who presented

potted versions of two famous musicals, “Rose Marie” and “Annie Get Your

Gun”. And there have been visits by many other concert parties and choirs,

plus film shows and the like, so there has been no shortage of entertainment.

But mainly we have been out of doors, baking in the glorious sunshine. On

our big day, 13th June, when we held our annual Open Day and Fete, the weather

was fine but not too hot to be uncomfortable, and once again it was a great

success, over £900 being raised. This year there were all the old familiar features

and also some new ones, including the presence of a number of local civic

heads, complete with chains of office—and an awe—inspiring sight they were as

they sat listening docilely to Mr. Barney Colehan giving the oflicial opening

address.

Another big day was when on the first Sunday in July we paid our long-

awaited visit to the Lady Mabel College of Physical Training at Wentworth

Woodhouse, near Rotherham. There in that magnificent eighteenth-century

house we were entertained by the students, the most delightful bunch of young

ladielslone could hope to meet. The time for us to return home came much too

qurc y.

Two interesting outdoor events were when the Brighouse Scottish Country

Dance Society gave a display on the terrace, and a concert by the Blackburn

Valley Brass Band—at least the latter was to have been an outdoor event, but

for once this summer the weather let us down. After the first tune it began to

rain heavily and the band had to finish the concert in the hall.

Finally some news about improvements to the Home. The dining~room

extension scheme is now well under way and it is hoped to have it completed

by the autumn. The flat over the garage is being converted into Staff quarters,

which will enable four or five more lady patients to be accommodated in what

is at present Matron’s sitting—room. And the Toe H are making a new path so

that eventually it will be possible for us to get down to the lower part of the

grounds, at present inaccessible to wheelchairs.

So you see what happens when the sun shines.
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CHESHIRE HOMES INDIA

A. BBC. Television Unit is coming to India in September and is planning

to take pictures of several Homes.

An Eastern Regional Committee has recently been drawn up which brings
in the two Homes at Serampore and Jamshedpur. Nominees have been taken
from each of the two Committees and eventually this new Committee will be
extended to take in intervening districts such as Durgapore, Asansol, Burwan,
etc. The Eastern Regional Committee will be responsible to the Central Trust
for all commitments within its region. It is hoped that the idea of Regional
Committees will eventually be adopted throughout India with other regions,
i.e. North, South and West.

The first Eastern Regional Committee meeting was held on Saturday, 25th
April when various members of the Jamshedpur local Committee travelled up to
Calcutta to attend a Fiesta held that evening in aid of the Jamshedpur Children‘s

Home and Mother Teresa‘s Leprosy Fund.

The Venesta Fiesta was organised by Mrs. Chisholm, Mrs. Posey, Mr. Nefl‘
and numerous other well-wishers and helpers. This open-air dance, and cabaret
show of considerable local talent, was held out at the Venesta Factory compound,
about fifteen miles from Calcutta. The fact that a great many more people
than was at first expected turned up at this magnificent and really scintillating
Show is a great tribute to those who helped to organise the Fiesta.

Although we have not as yet heard the official final figures, it has been esti—
mated that about Rs.10,000 was made altogether, Rs.5,000 of which will go to

the Children‘s Home at Jamshedpur.

Madras. Mr. Hunter, the Chairman of the local Committee has just left for
leave in Europe where we hope he will have a pleasant and restful holiday.
Meanwhile, we welcome a newcomer to the Chair, Mr. Jagadisan, who has
already worked amongst lepers. We wish him the best of luck in this new
venture for him.
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We eagerly await news from this beautiful Home. Covelong is situated

about twenty-five miles from Madras down an excellent road. The bungalow

itself is on a beach and was given to the Foundation by His Grace the Archbishop

of Madras, Rs.40,000 having already been spent on it; so the building is in

excellent repair. As a Home, the bungalow is Ideal: large rooms with smaller

rooms for sleeping accommodation leading off. And, of course the peaceful

view and sea air so conducive to the happiness and wellbeing of the inmates.

It is expected that very shortly one of the patients from Serampore will go

down to Madras. A South Indian by birth and upbringing, he will look forward

to returning to his native state.

Jamshedpur. Plans have now been drawn up for a brand new Home here

for the children. We hope that building operations will begin shortly after the

Monsoon. Meanwhile, six more cots have arrived at the Home, and when

these are filled with six more babies the numbers will be up to about thirty in

the very near future.

Children in the Home:

Sukdyk, Male A Hindu of about 10 years old whose Mother is still living.

He is a bad polio case and1s helpless from the waist down. At the moment

Sukdyk is receiving treatment at a hospital in Calcutta and it is hoped that

after a series of operations he will eventually be able to walk with the aid of

crutches.

Patricia, Female. About 7 years old and a Christian. She was originally

found abandoned at Tollygunge by the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary,

Patricia has no family and suffers from a deformity in one leg.

 Another group at the Rustomji P. Patel Cherhire Home, Jamshedpur.

See also from cover.
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Philomena, Female. A Christian, Chinese child of about 6 years of age.
She is mentally retarded and has no family. Her Mother sold her from China-
town in Calcutta for Rs.5.00.

Islam, Male. About 3-4 years old and has a Mother living. He came from
Kidderpore, Calcutta. He is blind and suffered from congenital syphillis which
since Islam has been at the Home, has been cleared up. There is also hope

that he will eventually regain his sight.

Anil, Male. About 7 years old, Anil and his Mother were thrown out by the
child’s Father into the streets. His Mother has since died at Mother Teresa’s
Home for the Destitute and Dying at Kalighat. Anil has a sister who is with

Mother Teresa in Calcutta.

Magdalene, Female. A Christian of about 2 years old.

Leonie, Female. A Christian of about 2 years old.

Angela, Female. A Christian of between 2-3 years old.

These three little girls were found abandoned in the Calcutta streets and were
originally taken from the Hindu Government Refuge by Mother Teresa. None
of these children are sick in any way but they have nobody in life to belong to.

Bernadette, Female. About 8 years old and a Christian, Bernadette has
nobody. Her Mother abandoned her and eventually Mother Teresa picked her
up from the Park Street police station in Calcutta. She is a spastic.

Rita, Female. A thyroid case. She is a Christian of about 6-7 years old.

Her Mother, who is a prostitute, abandoned her.

Basil Allen, Male. A Christian child of about 11 years old. Both his parents
are living but his Father, who is a drunkard, threw him out into the streets
where he was found abandoned. Basil’s Mother is now in the Kalighat T.B.
Hospital.

Marlya Dickinson, Female. A Christian of about 2 years old. She is a congeni-
tal syphillis case and is not expected to live more than another five years or so.
Both her parents are living but want nothing to do with her.

Shonkar, Male. He is about 11 years old and a Christian. His Father is
dying of TB. in the hospital at Kalighat and his Mother is deceased.

Thomas Biswas, Male. A Christian of about 12 years old with a sister who is
being cared for by Mother Teresa. Thomas’s Mother died of TB. and his

Father of leprosy.

Sunil, Male. About 12 years old and a Christian. His Father abandoned
his family completely and has now disappeared Without any trace. Sunil has
three sisters; one suffering from T3. of the spine, one mentally deranged and
the other adopted. Sunil’s Mother is now working for Mother Teresa.

Leo, Male. Born in the street and then abandoned by his Mother who is
working in Calcutta. He is about 5 years old and a Christian.

Samuel Sirt‘ar, Male. A spastic, about 10 years old and a Christian. His
Mother is an inmate of the Cheshire Home, Serampore.

Tommy, Male. There is nothing known about Tommy except that he is about
3-4 years old. He was transferred to Jamshedpur from the Home at Serampore.

Ali Baba, Male. Probably a Muslim and about 3-4 years old. His Mother
was starving, and after feeding her baby on nothing but water for four days,
thinking he would inevitably die, she threw him at the gate of Sishu Bhawan.
The Mother then discovered that her child had been taken in by Mother Teresa
so she came forward and explained who she was and her fear for the boy’s life.

Ali Baba is another ex-Serampore child.

Rajah Ram, Male. A Hindu child of about 2 years old. He has relations
living but was originally taken in at Serampore with deformed feet. After

some time he was transferred to Jamshedpur.

Bimla, Female. A Christian of between 5-6 years old. She came originally
from the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary in Tollygunge then went to the
Home at Serampore but was eventually transferred with the others to

Jamshedpur. Bimla is not growing at all.

Jane, Female. Another eX-Serampore child of about 4 years old. She has

deformed legs. Both her parents are living.
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CHESHIRE HOMES, MALAYA

SINGAPORE

Our two new wings are now completed, and already some residents are

installed. We have at the moment a total of 20 residents, and when fully

occupied our home will hold 40. At the moment we only have 3 women

residents but the Admission Committee is considering new applicants at

each meeting. The new wings look very attractive, bright and airy. Much

has been done to tidy and beautify the site. A shelter has been built by the

sea for the patients to sit in, paths have been laid, and shrubs and plants

put in. We feel that the effect is now more that of a home and less of a

building site!

On the welfare side the emphasis has been on encouraging the patients them-

selves to take a greater interest in their home, and those who are able are helping

more in the day to day running of the Home. A Welfare Fund has been started

as an extra incentive.

Corporal Michael Buck (Hon. Nursing Superintendent) and Mrs. Ellen

Buck (Hon. Warden) left the Home at the end of January. We are all most

grateful to them for the way they came to our aid and ran the Home through the

difficult pioneering months! Mrs. G. Ferguson has most generously volunteered

to take charge until a permanent matron is found. She does wonderful

full time work in a voluntary capacity, assisted by a Chinese nurse and a

male medical attendant.

The Appeals Committee have been working very hard on schemes for 1959.

With the expected addition of another 30 patients in the near future, we shall

need everything we can get.

Mrs. Lilian Eu took over the office in October as General Secretary, and is

providing a most competent and useful addition to the stafi‘.

—We were very pleased and honoured when Air Marshal the Earl of Bandon

and the Countess of Bandon agreed to become our Joint Patrons in October—

we have always had a great deal of support and encouragement from the R,A.F.

in Singapore.

One event of great interest since our last letter has been Leonard Cheshire’s

visit just before Christmas. He gave us renewed encouragement. and we were

very proud to be able to show him the progress made since he was last in Singa-

pore. The Hon. Mr. Justice Tan Ah Tah gave a cocktail party for all to meet

him.

 

The Singapore Home. Kitchen in foreground with living

quarters and glimpse of ward.
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JOHORE BAHRU

G/C Cheshire made two trips to Johore Bahru from Singapore during his

visit. He discussed plans for a new home on the site already granted by the

Government. The Mentri Besar, the Hon. Dato Wan ldris bin lbrahim, assured
him of every possible support. It was decided to go ahead at once with the

building project with the promised help of the State Social Welfare Officer,

the State Architect and many others.

Since then things have moved quickly with the most encouraging enthusiasm

from all concerned. The same R.A.F. volunteers who had done so much for

the Home in Singapore have already done great work clearing the Johore site.

The first Working Committee held a most successful meeting on l6th February,

and Colonel E. A. Horsey ,O.B.E., was elected Chairman.

 

CHESHIRE HOMES NIGERIA

A new Trust has been established called Cheshire Homes Nigeria, which

will ultimately be responsible for the running of all Cheshire Homes in that

country. The Chairman is Dr. H. O'Beirn, who has been head of the Western

Region T.B. Service. Miss J. Boston is the Hon. Secretary, and correspondence

should be addressed to Private Mail Bag 5094, lbadan.

Ibadan, the largest indigenous town in Africa. is a mixture of the old and the

new. On the one hand, there is a vast city of mud huts. with literally no sanita-

tion and every kind of smell, fiies, etc. On the other hand, standing a little

outside the town. is the new University College Hospital, built at a cost of

£4% million, but taking in only a small percentage of cases~in spite of its size.

Those who go to hospital are taught a new way of life, being put to bed with

sheets, etc., instead of lying on rush mats on the floor, eating with knives and

forks, and enjoying (though not always) many other western refinements.

A site has been chosen at Ibadan on which it is planned to build a permanent

Home. But in order to start immediately a twelve room house has been rented

in the town. The new Home now in being there is known as Oluyole, which

means “The Lord Rejoices" in the Yoruba language. Miss Tassel], who had

previously been working with a mission in Ghana, is in charge with Mrs. Cublen.

There are only five patients as yet. Local people have furnished the Home very

comfortably.

In Lagos, the Federal Capital, another Committee has been formed. There

is seen to be a great need for more Cheshire Homes here as well as in lbadan

and other areas. Lagos, however, is built on an island, with land and buildings

scarce and expensive; so difficulties are foreseen. .

When Miss Margot Mason, the Secretary of the English Trust, visited Nigeria

earlier this year, she inspired a great many people, Nigerian and European,

to work for us. She also gave a 15-minute talk on the Nigerian Broadcasting

System. In Ibadan she was taken round some areas to see the mud huts and

the types of chronic patient most needing help. The most urgent cases seemed

to be those under 21, and some of these were chosen as the first admissions.

Miss Mason also spent two days in Accra studying the situation in Ghana.

Pilgrimage to Dachau

On September 1, the twentieth anniversary of the invasion of Poland, the Ryder

Cheshire Foundation in conjunction with the All Night Vigil Group, led a

pilgrimage to Dachau. This was the first concentration camp to be opened,

in 1933, by the Nazis. It was the chief camp for priests.

The pilgrimage was organised to honour the more than 15 million men,

women and children who were put to death in German concentration camps

during the war.
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THE ORIGIN OF THE HOMES

In May I948 Group-Captain Cheshire came across an old man dying of cancer

whom no one wanted and who was about to be discharged from hospital. After

trying very hard to find somewhere else for him to go, but without success,

he took him into his own house and nursed him until he died. In the course of

doing this he discovered others who were in much the same situation, and took

them in too, turning the house into a home for the incurably sick.

This was the beginning of a mission for the relief of suffering which, thanks

to the help and support of a great many people the world over, has expanded

ever since, so that there are now fifteen Cheshire Homes in England, others

in India, Malaya and Nigeria, and several more in active preparation elsewhere.

BASIC PRINCIPLES

|. The Homes have developed and expanded, not according to a pre-conceived

plan, but as opportunity or need has presented itself, and normally in some

premises for which no one else could find a use.

2. They care for the incurable and homeless sickfithose for whom the hospitals

can do nothing further and who have nowhere else to go.

3. They are run as homes rather than hospitals, for their function is not to

administer curative or surgical treatment. Thus they offer the affection

and freedom of family life, the patients being encouraged to take whatever

part they can in the day—to-day running of the house.

4. They are undenominational. Patients are admitted according to need,

irrespective of race, creed or social status, all being asked to live together

as one family.

ORGANISATION

The management of each home is vested in a committee, chosen to be as

representative as possible of the local community. Thus the homes fit naturally

into the framework oftheir surroundings and the patients have a sense of belong-

ing to the area.

There is a central Trust known as THE CHESHIRE FOUNDATION HOMES

FOR THE SICK TRUST. This Trust, which is a registered charity, presides

over the homes, owns all the property and acts as a guarantor to the public

that the individual homes are being properly managed and in conformity with

the general aims of the Cheshire Homes. The Trustees, who are specialists

within their own subjects, are for the most part public figuresfiand all, of course,

unpaid. Similar Trusts have been established to control the homes in India,

in Malaya, and in Nigeria.

FINANCE

The Homes are privately, not State, owned and run, having no capital behind

them and being largely dependent on voluntary help and subscriptions. Although

precautions are taken to see that those patients who are in a position to con-

tribute towards their maintenance do so, no one is turned away because of

inability to pay. Thanks to the co-operation of local health authorities,

Benevolent Funds, etc., grants are forthcoming for the majority of the patients,

leaving a substantial amount of the daily maintenance costs to be found by the

individual Homes, which, once established, are expected to be self-supporting.
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The Cheshire Foundation Homes for the Sick

Founder:

GROUP CAPTAIN LEONARD CHESHIRE, V.C., D.S.O., D.F.C.

Trustees:
Group Capt. L. Cheshire,

Dr. Basil Kiernander, M.R.C.P.
V.C., D.S.O., D.F.C. The Lady St. Levan, J.P.G. C. Cheshire, Esq.. F.B.A., D.C.L. Miss C. E. Morris, M.B.E.The Rt. Hon. Lord Denning, P.C. B. Richards, Esq.

(Chairman) W. W. Russell, Esq.
R. R. Edgar, Esq.

(Managing Trustee)The Earl Ferrers
Miss S. Ryder, O.B.E.

Major Lord St. Oswald, M.C.

Secretary: Miss M. S. Mason, 7 Market Mews, London, W.l.

(Telephone: GROsvenor 2665)

Hon. Treasurer: J. R. Handscomb, Esq.
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LIST OF HOMES

 

England

Tel. No.
Le Court, Liss, Hants.

Blackmoor 364/5St. Teresa’s, Long Rock, Penzance, Cornwall Marazion 336St. Cecilia's, Sundridge Avenue, Bromley, Kent... Ravensbourne 8377St. Bridgec’s, The Street. East Preston, West Sussex... Rustington l988Ampthill Park House, near Bedford
Ampthill 3l73Staunton Harold, Ashby-de—la-Zouch, Leics. Melbourne 7lAlne Hall, Alne, York
Tollerton 295White Windows, Sowerby Bridge, Halifax, Yorkshire Halifax 8l98lHovenden House, Fleet, Spalding, Lincolnshire Holbeach 3037Miraflores, l54 Worple Road, Wimbledon, London, S.W.20 Wimbledon 5058(rehabilitation ol ex—mental patients)

Seven Rivers, Great Bromley, Colchester, Essex Ardleigh 345Honresfeld, Blackstone Edge Road, Littleborough, Rochdale,
Lancs.

Littleborough 8627Hawthorn Lodge, Hawthorn Road, Dorchester, Dorset Dorchester I403(for mentally handicapped children)

Greathouse, Kington Langley, Chippenham, Wilts. Kington Langley 235Spof‘forth Hall, near Harrogate, Yorkshire
Spofforth 284

Cheshire Homes India (Central Office: P.O. Box No. 5|8, Calcutta)
Bethlehem House, near Vinayalaya, Andheri, Bombay.
Shanti Rani House, I3 Upper Strand Road, Serampore, West Bengal.

.Govind Bhawan, l6 Pritam Road, Dehra Dun, U.P.
‘Vrishanti House, Katpadi Township, near Vellore, South India.
{Rustomji P. Patel Cheshire Home, Sundernagar, Jamshedpur.

Banarsidas Chandiwala Swasthya Sadan, Kalkaji, New Delhi.
The Cheshire Home, Covelong, Madras.

Cheshire Homes Malaya (Office: IOb Chulia Street, Singapore)

Tana Merah. Nicol! Drive, Changi, Singapore.

Cheshire Homes Nigeria (Private Mail Bag 5094, Ibadan)
Oluyole, Cheshire Home, College Crescent, lbadan.

 


